New  Mission  News 


Office  boom  spreads  to  Mission  St. 

Conversion  of  old  Walgreen’s  site  could  spark  new  development  bonanza 


Detail  of  damaged  section  of  the  Palestinian  mural  atzi*ana  Mission.  Photo  byve  miller 


Palestinian  mural  attacked  again 


By  Judy  West 

The  Mission’s  central  retail  district 
looks  to  be  the  next  bonanza  for 
office  space  expansion.  With 
office  space  in  short  supply  across  The 
City  and  commanding  sky-high  rents, 
office  users  are  now  beginning  to  look  at 
vacant  retail  space  along  Mission  Street 
for  relief.  The  new  owners  (from  Palos 
Verdes,  Calif.)  of  2712  Mission  have  pro¬ 
posed  to  convert  the  old  Walgreen’s  store, 
between  23rd  and  24th  Street,  to  office 
use.  Since  the  site  is  over  30,000  square 
feet,  this  could  be  a  significant  change  to 
what  is  supposed  to  be  a  neighborhood¬ 
serving  retail  district. 

The  president  of  the  Mission 
Merchants’  Association,  Peter  Glikshtem, 
described  it  as  “another  gentrification 
milestone,”  but  said  his  organization  has 
not  yet  taken  a  position  on  the  project. 

The  developer  is  also  seeking  a  park¬ 
ing  variance,  since  any  change  of  use  is 
normally  supposed  to  entail  compliance 
with  parking  requirements.  The  City 
could  require  up  to  sixty  units  of  parking 
be  provided.  If  the  variance  is  granted, 
only  six  will  required.  If  the  site  remains 
retail  no  parking  has  to  be  added. 

A  public  hearing  is  scheduled  for 
December  7th,  but  Department  of 
Planning  staff  said  it  might  be  delayed, 
since  the  project  sponsor  does  not  have  a 
tenant  firmly  in  place.  The  proposed 
occupant  would  be  central  to  any  critical 
review  of  the  appropriateness  of  such  a 


change  in  use  in  a  retail  district.  Luis 
Granados  of  the  Mission  Economic 
Development  Association  (MEDA)  said 
that  “any  use  of  that  site  has  to  maintain 
some  kind  of  public  presence;  otherwise  it 
will  destroy  the  commercial  corridor.” 

Andrea  Wong,  the  Planning 
Department  staff  member  assigned  to  the 
case,  confirmed  that  the  zoning  along 
Mission  Street  (Neighborhood 
Commercial,  NC-3)  does  require  that  any 
office  use  must  demonstrate  that  it  pro¬ 
vides  services  to  the  general  public  and 
not  just  to  the  occupying  business’  client 
base.  Ms.  Wong  described  potential  ten¬ 
ants  with  which  the  project  sponsor  had 
been  working  as  “the  Department  of 
Public  Health  and  a  hospitality  workers’ 
union.”  The  project  sponsor  did  not 
return  phone  calls. 

Both  of  these  tenants  would  seem  to 
meet  the  criterion  of  providing  services  to 
the  general  public,  but  follow-through  and 
enforcement  have  not  been  the  Planning 
Department’s  strong  suit  to  date.  For 
example,  the  Lili  Ann  building  at  16th  and 
Harrison  was  approved  with  a  “business 
service”  tenant  in  place,  but  now  most  of 
that  building  is  listed  for  lease. 

Since  it  falls  under  the  office  devel¬ 
opment  limits  imposed  by  Proposition  M 
in  1986,  the  project  must  be  presented  and 
approved  by  the  City  Planning 
Commission,  under  the  auspices  of  a 
“Beauty  Contest”  (City  Planning  staff  ter¬ 
minology).  The  Planning  Code,  which 
limits  the  amount  of  new  office  space,  is 

Continued  on  page  13 


Every  time  there's  trouble  in  the 
Middle  East,  an  unknown  person  or  per¬ 
sons  make  their  way  to  2 1st  and  Mission  to 
vandalize  the  Bay  Area's  only  Palestinian 
mural.  Last  month  was  no  exception.  The 
mural,  completed  in  September  1991,  has 
been  the  subject  of  a  dozen  such  attacks 
and  an  equal  number  of  restorations, 
another  one  of  which  will  probably  get 
under  way  this  month. 

It's  highly  ironic  that  in  a  community 
engaged  in  a  desperate  struggle  against 
displacement,  an  artwork  entitled  "Our 
Roots  Are  Still  Alive"  has  provoked  such 
violent  reactions,  the  Hate  Crimes  Unit  of 
the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  was 
called  the  last  time  the  mural  was  defaced 
but  they  did  little  more  than  file  a  report 

Adding  to  the  irony,  the  mural  is  the 


work  of  a  group  of  Jewish  women  who 
formed  the  Break  the  Silence  Mural 
Project  and  Artists  Network.  The  group 
traveled  to  Jerusalem  and  the  Gaza  in  1989 
and  painted  six  murals  there  in  conjunction 
with  local  Palestinian  artists.  This,  their 
fust  work  in  the  United  States,  is  filled 
with  nonviolent  imagery  and  statements, 
such  as  a  w  oman  feeding  the  dove  of  peace 
from  an  upturned  helmet  filled  with  seeds. 

According  to  Susan  Cervantes  of  the 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  resource  Center,  only 
one  other  mural  in  the  Mission,  which  has 
no  shortage  of  controversial  public  art,  has 
been  the  target  of  what  appears  to  be  a 
politically  motivated  assault  One  block  up 
the  street  at  21st  and  Bartlett,  paint  balls 
splotched  an  image  of  Cesar  Chavez. 

Mission  mural  is  ts  are  also  dealing  with  a 
more  sophisticated  threat,  see  Page  8. 
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Rainbow  Grocery 

A  WORKER-OWNED  COOPERATIVE 

Not  just  a  great  food 
store  but  also ... 


Books 

Boxed 

Holiday 

Cards 

Gift 

Wrap 

& 

Trim 

Ornaments 

Toys 

Candles 

Incense 

Postcards 

Calendars 

Stationary 


Bakeware 

Saucepans 

Cooking 

utensils 

Teapots 

Flatware 

SI asses 

Canning 

jars 

Baskets 

Table 

linens 

Juicers 

Rugs 


Regular  store  hours: 
Mon-Sat:  9am-9pm 
Sunday:  10am-9pm 


..a  great  place  to  buy 
your  holiday  gifts! 

Holiday  Hours:  Sunday  December  24:  10am-6pm 

Monday  December  25:  Closed 
Sunday  December  31: 10am-6pm 
Monday  January  1st:  Closed 

1745  Folsom  Street  •  San  Francisco  •  CA  94103 

415.863.0620  www.rainbowgrocery.org 
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My  name  is  Lichen  and  I  am  a 
visual  and  sound  artist.  I  have 
been  re-creating  myself  for  over 
three  decades  in  San  Francisco  and  in  the 
Mission  for  fifteen  years.  I  am  the  artistic 
director  of  A  Waking  Dream,  and  we  are 
facing  eviction.  Our  multi-cultural  music, 
art,  and  performance  space  is  located  at 
2815  18th  Street  between  Florida  and 
Bryant  Streets  in  the  Northeast  Mission 
Industrial  Zone.  We  are  a  small  non-profit 
organization  fiscally  sponsored  by  Agape, 
the  foundation  for  non-violent  social 
change.  Our  primary  mission  is  to  activate 
our  creative  intelligence  for  social  justice 
and  for  the  environment  . 

We  have  been  at  our  warehouse  for 
ten  years  creating  visionary  art  and  music 
that  has  been  seen  by  millions  of  people. 
Each  year  we  collectively  self-produce  our 
vision  for  Camaval,  LGBT  Pride,  the 
Unity  Festival,  Dia  De  Los  Muertos,  and 
community-based  art,  music,  and  political 
events.  Every  year  children  have  shared  in 
our  experience.  We  have  interacted  with 
children  from  our  families,  neighborhoods 
and  the  after-school  programs  sponsored 
through  the  Salvation  Army  Gateway 
Shelter,  and  Girls  and  Boys  Clubs.  We 
believe  all  youth  and  children  need  inspi¬ 
ration  and  a  sense  of  self-worth  so  they  can 
make  intelligent  choices  governed  by 
compassion  and  acceptance.  Having 
places  to  express  their  feelings  and  mani¬ 
fest  their  ideas  is  of  primary  importance  to 
their  incredibly  alienated  reality. 


A  Waking  Dream  has  no  salaried  posi¬ 
tions.  We  have  existed  from  income  from 
events,  member  dues,  and  donations.  The 
money  pays  for  rent,  utilities,  construction 
and  art  supplies.  Having  a  space  to 
rehearse  and  perform  music,  build  floats, 
construct  giant  costumes,  masks,  and  paint 
sets  is  paramount  to  what  we  do.  The  loss 
of  our  space  in  the  city’s  present  market, 
inflated  by  illegal  loft-style  condos  and 
office  development,  will  mean  the  end  of 
A  Waking  Dream  in  San  Francisco. 

On  October  31st,  we  received  a  letter 
from  our  landlord’s  lawyer  telling  us  that 
our  lease  expires  on  December  3 1st  and  to 
vacate  said  premises,  as  the  space  had 
been  committed  to  another  tenant,  and 
thank  you  for  your  kind  consideration  in 
this  matter.  After  speaking  to  our  landlord 
John  Handa  and  his  family,  I  was  informed 
that  their  plan  was  to  convert  our  space 
and  the  one  next  door  into  architectural 
offices.  Our  plea  to  keep  our  space  was 
met  by  indifference. 

Being  given  two  months  notice  to 
move  out  is  unjust  for  numerous  reasons. 
Number  one  is  that  there  is  no  place  to  go 
in  San  Francisco,  and  we  are  Mission 
based.  Our  commitment  is  to  our  commu¬ 
nity. 

For  the  last  four  years  we  have  dealt 
with  an  illegal  tenant  living  in  the  space 
next  to  us.  Beginning  in  19%,  with  the 
illegal  neighbor  intent  on  silencing  us, 
numerous  confrontations  occurred.  He 
called  the  police  several  times  to  complain 
that  we  were  disturbing  his  peace  of  mind. 
Then  in  May  of  1998,  at  11  P.M.,  a  week 
before  Camaval,  while  listening  to  music 
with  a  few  friends  and  making  costumes, 
this  tenant  physically  attacked  me.  Only  at 
this  time  did  the  landlords  start  eviction 
proceedings  against  him.  Because  they  had 
recognized  his  tenancy  of  living  there,  he 
was  able  to  stop  their  bungled  eviction 

After  four  years  of  wasted  time,  ener¬ 
gy,  and  money,  dealing  with  our  landlord, 
lawyers,  city  officials,  politicians,  the 
Babylonian  legal  system,  and  the  contin¬ 
ued  harassment  by  the  tenant  next  door, 
the  case  Was  settled  in  March  of  2000.  I 
was  promised  that  we  would  be  able  to 
have  music  events  again  at  A  Waking 
Dream  and  that  our  landlord  would  contin¬ 
ue  to  lease  our  space  to  us.  It  has  been  just 
six  months  since  the  illegal  tenant  left  with 


To  the 
Egress 


First  Person 


a  large  settlement  and  after  I  spent  over 
$10,000  ($3,000  of  which  I  got  back  for 
him  attacking  me)  and  we  are  now  being 
told  to  vacate. 

The  desirability  of  office  space  in  the 
Mission  is  going  to  evict  us  all.  As  market 
rates,  inflated  by  unchecked  development, 
continue  to  push  rents  beyond  what  small 
businesses,  non-profits,  families  and  indi¬ 
viduals  can  afford.  Our  lives,  livelihoods 
and  communities  are  threatened.  We  can 
save  the  Mission  and  other  endangered 
neighborhoods  in  the  city  by  actively  par¬ 
ticipating  in  organizations  opposing  dis¬ 
placement  and  attending  public  hearings 
on  development  and  by  voting  on  issues 
that  affect  economic  and  cultural  diversity 
in  San  Francisco. 

You  can  sign  our  petition  titled  ‘Save 
Our  Space’  circulating  in  the  city  or  you 
can  come  by  and  pick  up  petitions  and 
gather  signatures  for  us.  If  you  are  famil¬ 
iar  with  what  we  do,  you  can  write  a  let¬ 
ter  in  our  support  Check  out  our  website 


A  WAKING  DREAM 

A  NON  PROfIT  ORGANIZATION 
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A  Waking  Dream  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 


or  visit  us  at  A  Waking  Dream.  In  the 
face  of  direct  adversity,  our  only  solution 
is  common  cause,  ‘left’  action,  vigilance, 
commitment  dedication,  and  participation 
in  the  future  of  the  Mission  community. 


A  Waking  Dream  2815  18th  St  @ 
Bryant  S.F.,  CA  94110 
Tel:  (415)  642-5757  Fax:  (415)  621-1157, 
e-mail  licheni  @  mindspring.com 
web  site:  www  awakmgdream.com 


COLLECT  8  PIZZA  SLICE  MAGNETS 
AND  GET  A  FREE  PIZZA 


CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11AM  til  3AM 


.  2  MEDIUM  :  |  CHICKEN  RISOTTO  i 

PIZZAS  •  '  DICED  CHICKEN  WITH  ! 
1  TOPPING  EACH  \ 

95  i 
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DELIVERY  OR  PICK-UP  ONLY  •  • 


$6 


DELIVERY  OR  PttK-UP  ONLY 


535  Valencia  431-8880 

@  16th  Street  Fax:  431-9018 
Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 
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1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 
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2.  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 
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3.  FISHERMAN  S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 
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4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 
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5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 
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7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 
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9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 
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10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 
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PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

7.95 

9.95 

12.05 

1  TOPPING 

8.75 

11.15 

13J5 

2  TOPPINGS 

9.85 

12.35 

14.80 

STOPPINGS 

10.55 

13.55 

1625 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Pepperoni  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Beef  •  Ham  •  Canadian  Bacon 
Olives-  Garlic  -Zucchini  *  Fresh  Spinach  •  Fresh  Tomato  -On  ion  •  Pesto 
Baby  dams -Chicken -Anchovies -Shrimp -Feta  Cheese-Bell  Peppers 
Mushroom- goasted  Red  Bell  Peppers -Jalapcfto- Pineapple -Artichoke 


PASTA  SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 

CHEESE  RAVTOU 
RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE 
‘  ANGEL  HAIR  POMORODE 
FETTUCON1  ALFREDO 
FETTUCCIN1  PESTO 
FRUTT1  Dl  MARE 
CHICKEN  FETTUCCIN1 
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TOKTBLUNI  FLORENTINI 
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GRILLED  SALMON 
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CHICKEN  MARSALA 
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CHICKEN  P1CATA 
MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 
CHICKEN  SCALOPPTN1 
PEPPERCORN  STEAK 
NEW  YORK  STEAK 

APPETIZERS  mozzarella  sticks 
wrt  I  IttM  buffalo  wings 

FRIED  CALAMARI 
GARLIC  BREAD 

SALADS  CAESAR  SALAD 
HOUSE  SALAD 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 
SHRIMP  SALAD 
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-  RISOTTO  DECARNE 
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There  will  be  a  better  BART  and 
possibly  more  of  it  in  the  Mission 

Changes  include  a  redesign  of  both  plazas  and  maybe  a  30th  St.Station 
By  Joe  Donohoe 


As  the  scheduled  date  approaches 
for  the  redevelopment  of  the 
southwest  Plaza  of  the  16th  Street 
Bart  Station  in  early  2001,  plans  are  under¬ 
way  for  further  BART  improvement  in  the 
neighborhood.  On  November  18  the  fust 
of  a  series  of  community  workshops  was 
held  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  potential  future  of  the  BART 
Plaza  at  24th  and  Mission  Streets. 

Members  of  the  community  met  with 
members  of  the  BART  Board  of  Directors, 
the  Mission  Economic  Development 
Association  (MED A),  MUNI  and  otheis  to 
exchange  ideas  about  what  improvements, 
if  any,  should  be  implemented  at  the  south¬ 
ern  Mission  BART  Station.  Also  in  the 
works  is  a  $400,000  study  to  investigate 
the  feasibility  of  building  an  additional  sta¬ 
tion  at  30th  Street. 

Earlier  this  year,  plans  were  finalized 
to  begin  redeveloping  the  southwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  24th  Street  Plaza.  This  will  con¬ 
summate  a  process  that  began  four  years 
ago  as  part  of  an  effort  to  "give  the  Station 
and  the  neighborhood  a  better  connection", 
according  to  Doug  Shoemaker,  project 
associate  of  the  Mission  Housing 
Develpment  Corporation.. 

Part  of  this  effort  will  attempt  to 
improve  transport  and  traffic  conditions. 
Working  with  MUNI  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Works  (DPW),  a  bus  bubble 
(basically  a  concrete  extension  of  the  side¬ 
walk)  will  be  added  so  that  the  number  one 
cause  of  bus  accidents  at  the  intersection- 
busses  pulling  in  and  out  of  the  stop-will 
be  effectively  eliminated.  The  other  part 
of  the  redesign,  it  is  hoped,  will  improve 
the  general  atmosphere  of  the  16th  Street 
Statioa  "The  two  plazas  (16th  and  24th) 
are  the  only  open  spaces  within  several 
blocks  for  people  to  congregate,  but  as 
they  are  right  now,  they  don't  work  well  as 
open  space,"  said  Shoemaker. 

Use  BART,  QOttiail. 

At  the  16th  Street  Plaza,  trees  will  be 
planted,  local  art  will  be  featured  on  the 
southern  concrete  wall,  lights  and  benches 
will  be  added  and  something  will  be  done 
about  the  drug  dealers.  Concerning  the  last 
item.  District  Attorney  Terence  Hallinan 
stated  that  the  San  Francisco  Police  will 


step  up  enforcement  of  drug  laws  within  a 
one-block  radius  of  16th  and  Mission. 

According  to  Captain  Ron  Roth  of  the 
Mission  Station,  such  efforts  are  currently 
underway.  "Working  with  Assistant  DA 
Elizabeth  Aguilar-Tarchi's  Task  Force, 
we've  implemented  covert  activity,  better 
reporting  and  targeted  law  enforcement 
around  the  Plaza  in  an  effort  to  stop  blatant 
chug  dealing,"  said  Captain  Roth, "  and  the 
community  has  been  giving  us  a  lot  of  sup¬ 
port." 

Such  efforts  have  led  to  concerns  that 
this  might  only  push  drag  dealing  into 
more  residential  areas,  such  as  near 
Guerrero  Street  "That  is  a  concern,"  said 
Roth,  "but  most  of  the  dealers  we've  been 
arresting  aren't  local  to  San  Francisco. 
They  take  BART  from  East  Bay  to  the 
City,  and  deal  at  16th  because  of  the  City's 
reputation  of  being  more  lenient  with  vice 
crimes  than  other  municipalities." 

The  situation  at  24th  Street  is  some¬ 
what  different.  It  is  only  in  the  planning 
stages  with  community'  meetings  regularly 
scheduled  until  May  2001.  BART  has 
been  working  with  MUNI,  the  DPW  and 
other  agencies  to  discuss  with  Mission  res¬ 
idents  what  improvements  they  would  like 
to  see  at  the  Plaza  Some  highlighted  con¬ 
cerns  brought  up  by  BART  Director  Tom 
Radulovich,  were  safety  and  quality  of 
life.  "There  are  all  these  shadowy  areas 
around  the  trees  that  are  of  some  concern 
to  people,  as  well  as,  the  large  parking  lot 
behind  McDonalds  w  here  there  isn’t  much 
lighting;  people  would  like  to  see  that 
changed,"  Radulovich  stated 

A  series  of  visual  aids  had  been  erect¬ 
ed  at  the  BART  meeting  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center  One  had  been  entitled  "A 
Typical  Weekend  Day".  Photos  of  preach¬ 
ers,  old  people,  political  demonstrators 
captured  the  flavor  of  life.  "You  see  old 
people  on  these  benches  which  aren't  too 
comfortable,  we'd  like  to  do  something 
about  that.  There  have  been  some  com¬ 
plaints  about  people  getting  drunk  and 
hanging  out.  Basically  we  want  the  com¬ 
munity  to  come  up  with  suggestions  as  to 
what  we  should  do  to  improve  the  Plaza 
and  what  is  the  best  way  to  utilize  space 
for  everyone." 

Also  present  at  the  meeting  was 
MUNI  Representative  Suany  Chough  She 
pointed  out  that  MUNI  wanted  to  work 


with  BART  and  the  neighborhood  to 
improve  bus  service  and  transportation  in 
general.  "Basically  we're  gathering  ideas. 
We  might  end  up  restructuring  the  bus 
lines  to  improve  traffic  congestion,  even 
go  as  far  as  re-routing  some  of  our  lines  as 
they  have  been  the  same  for  fifteen  yean 
and  obviously  a  lot  of  things  have 
changed." 

A  problem  at  24th  is  the  positioning 
of  the  bus  stops,  which,  combined  with  bus 
schedules,  often  creates  two-way  bus  pile- 
ups  on  opposite  sides  of  the  street.  A  pos¬ 
sible  solution,  Ms.  Chough  indicated, 
would  probably  have  to  be  worked  out 
with  the  DPW  and  would  include  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  bus  bulbs  and  the  possible  physi¬ 
cal  restructuring  of  the  Plaza. 


Another  Mission  BART  Station? 

The  third  Mission  District  BART  initiative 
would  be  the  creation  of  a  BART  Terminal 
at  30th  Street  with  an  additional  pocket 
track  (train  storage  area). 
Assemblywoman  Carole  Migden  was  able 
to  procure  funding  from  the  State  to  hire  a 
consultant  and  engage  in  a  feasibility  study 
of  the  location. 

The  gap  between  the  24th  Street  Station 
and  the  Glen  Park  Station  is  the  largest  in 
the  City  and  the  additional  terminal  would 
service  Bernal  Heights,  the  Outer  Mission 
and  the  southern  end  of  Noe  Valley. 
Funding  for  the  development  would  be 
provided  by  Transportation  for  a  Livable 
Community  (TLC)  a  project  set  up  the 
Municipal  Transportation  Commission 
(MTC)  and,  according  to  Radulovich, 
would  be  matched  by  funds  from  San 
Francisco  County.  "The  study  will  take 


about  nine  months  and  be  completed  by 
around  August  2001,"  said  Radulovich. 
Construction  wouldn't  begin  until  some 
time  thereafter.  "Generally  it's  a  long  peri¬ 
od  between  the  application  for  a  fund  and 
the  granting  of  it,"  he  added. 

Problems  with  creating  the  site  would 
include  the  interruption  of  BART  service, 
the  actual  cost-effectiveness  of  the  con¬ 
struction  and  problems  with  the  grade,  or 
slope  of  the  tube  tunnel  at  that  location 
Other  problems  might  include  the  inter¬ 
ruption  of  local  businesses.  "Generally 
speaking  local  businesses  are  behind  it," 
Radulovich  said. 

Anyone  interested  in  participating  in  the 
input  as  to  what  shape  BART  should  take 
in  the  Mission  should  conact  Mission 
Housing  Developmment  Corporation  at 
864-6432  or  MED  A  at  282-3334.. 
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Life  and  death  on  the  street:  what  Mission  youths  have  to  say  about  gangs 


by  David  Mauroff 


Recent  gang  violence  in  the  Mission 
has  left  one  teenager  dead  and 
another  paralyzed  from  the  neck 
down.  An  article  in  the  Chronicle  detailed 
a  series  of  assaults  that  started  on  the  14 
bus  line  and  ended  with  a  melee  at  SF 
General. 


Gang  attacks  make  for  great  copy  that 
seldom  examines  the  realities  of  a  problem 
that  is  deeper  than  colors  and  drug  sales. 
Suggested  solutions  to  dealing  with 
Mission  gangs  range  from  increasing 
social .  services  to  more  arrests.  Adults 
make  most  of  the  suggestions  that  influ¬ 
ence  policy  makers,  funders  and  law 
enforcement. 

However,  the  true  experts  and  those 
most  heavily  affected  by  gangs  in  the 
Mission  are  young  people.  By  no  means  is 
gang  membership  limited  to  youth;  adults 
are  leaders  and  key  players.  The  reality  is 
that  gang  members  hanging  on  the  streets 
are  predominantly  young  adults  and 
teenagers,  boys  and  girls.  Sometimes  they 
haven't  even  reached  their  teens. 


YOUTH  FEEDBACK 

It  may  seem  obvious  that  youth  influence  a 
decision-making  process  relating  to  their 
lives;  too  often  this  is  not  the  case.  Their 
opinions  should  be  a  priority.  For  this  arti¬ 
cle,  a  group  of  teenagers  ranging  from  13 
to  18  years  of  age  have  agreed  to  give  their 
input  about  gangs,  their  impact  and  what 
can  be  done  in  the  Mission  to  alleviate  the 
problem.  They  all  live  or  hang  out  in  the 
Missioa  Some  choose  to  stay  out  of 
gangs;  others  have  brothers  and  sisters  in 
gangs.  Several  are  heavily  involved  or 
struggling  to  leave  the  gang  behind. 

Their  responses  were  varied,  with  one 
common  theme;  regardless  of  their  own 
choices,  gangs  in  one  way  or  another  had 
impacted  them  all.  A  13  year  old  girl  tells 
her  story,  "I  was  walking  and  about  20 
gang  members  was  fighting  right  in  front 
of  me.  I  got  real  scared.  I  started  to  cry.  I 
was  surrounded  by  gangs.  So  I  was  run¬ 
ning  really  fast  and  they  were  staring  at 
me." 


"I  have  friends  in  a  gang.  And  some¬ 
times  it's  hard  for  me,  why  they  are  in  a 
gang.  I  will  always  see  them  and  know 
them.  It  makes  me  sad  sometime  because  I 
don't  want  them  to  get  hurt,"  another  teen 
laments.  One  young  man  talked  about 
how  "sometimes  other  gangsters  beat  you 
up  or  they  would  shoot  you."  They 
described  threats  due  to  wearing  the  wrong 
color,  being  intimidated  in  school  and  hav¬ 
ing  to  avoid  certain  areas.  Gangs  are  a  fact 
of  life  for  youth  in  the  Mission. 


INFLUENCE  AND  CONTROL 

Reasons  for  joining  gangs  are  varied. 
Youth  frequently  mentioned  problems  at 
home  and  a  lack  of  parenting,  along  with 
family  influences,  protection  and  money. 
"1  started  hanging  out  with  my  brother  at 
22nd  and  Bryant  and  5  to  6  months  later  I 
was  jumped  in",  describes  a  teenage  girl, 
"Once  you  get  jumped  in,  you  fall  in  a 
hole,  sooner  or  later  you  don't  care  any¬ 
more."  She  continues,  "We  have  fun,  and 
can  turn  to  a  fellow  gang  member  for  help 
when  family  isn't  there,  it  becomes  a  fam¬ 
ily."  Another  view  from  a  young  man, 
"When  you  walk  in  the  gang  you  feel 
strong." 

Parents  can  unknowingly  contribute 
to  the  problem;  "You  would  be  selling 
drugs  or  you  would  be  doing  drugs  and 
you  could  get  in  an  argument  with  your 
parents.  They  could  kick  you  out  of  the 
house  or  probably  not  love  you  as  much  as 
they  used  to  love  you."  "The  reason  most 
teens  become  gang  members  is  because 
their  parents  are  most  times  not  there  for 
them  so  they  choose  to  sell  dope,  rob, 
steal,  all  types  of  negative  activities,  also 
they  build  their  hatred  up  and  take  it  out  on 
their  enemies."  Speaking  from  direct 
experience,  one  young  expert  relates  the 
following,  "Kids  are  young  and  when  they 
go  to  jail  they're  not  as  big  as  the  older 
guys,  they  need  protection  and  don't  know 
what  they're  doing  so  they  get  involved 
with  gangs.” 

SOLVING  THE  PROBLEM 

Although  the  Mission  is  rich  with  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  youth,  persistent  violence  and 
an  unwavering  gang  presence  affirms  that 
current  resources  aren’t  sufficient  to  divert 
them  from  joining  gangs.  In  addition,  law 
enforcement  is  not  the  sole  answer.  Gang 
members  suggested  the  following  solu¬ 
tions:  tattoo  removal,  cultural  programs, 
car  repair  for  older  guys,  and  job  opportu- 
nities-good  jobs  that  pay  well.  They  also 
discussed  creating  sports  teams,  making 
sure  there  are  opportunities  for  girls  and 
boys,  and  having  dances  that  bring  people 
together  from  different  places. 

One  youth  advised,  "Fights  might 
happen  in  the  beginning,  but  don't  give 
up.  .  .  We  also  need  programs  on  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday  nights  when  the  stuff  real¬ 
ly  happens,  not  just  Fridays  and 
Saturdays."  He  goes  on  to  explain  that, 
"They  don't  have  things  to  do  in  the  night, 
they  stay  out  to  sell  drugs  to  make  money; 
we  need  night  jobs  or  day  jobs  to  get  them 
tired,  labor  jobs  where  they  work  hard  so 
they  don't  want  to  hang  out.  They  don't 
want  $5.75  jobs.  Start  at  $9.00  or  $10.00 
and  up."  Even  with  a  flourishing  economy, 
getting  a  job  isn't  always  that  easy,  "They 
look  at  you  different,  the  way  you  dress, 
and  think  of  you  less,"  says  a  gang- 


involved  youth  that  has  felt  discrimination 
by  potential  employers. 

Another  gang  member  said  that  there 
needs  to  be  "more  rec.  centers  where  teens 
can  go  to,  in  order  to  stay  away  from  the 
streets,  they  don't  know  what's  available." 
She  also  stated  the  need  for  jobs,  especial¬ 
ly  for  younger  kids,  starting  when  they  get 
to  high  school.  According  to  these  youth, 
recent  legislation  is  not  the  answer.  One 
respondent  explains,  "Prop  21  won't  work 
because  once  you  go  to  jail,  you  go 
through  more  of  it,  get  more  involved  in 
gangs  and  get  stronger,  once  you  go  in  you 
don't  care." 

DEEP  IMPLICATIONS 

Gangs  also  affect  adults,  but  their  impact 
and  influence  on  youth  goes  beyond 
decreasing  property  value  or  merchant 
sales  arrf  being  a  public  menace.  Innocent 
adults  are  victims  of  gang  violence  on  an 
infrequent  basis.  In  the  Mission,  the  major¬ 
ity  of  incidents  involve  youth  on  youth, 
and  they  are  sometimes  fatal.  It  is  impor¬ 
tant  to  remember  that  youth  hanging  on  the 
street  have  their  own  wants  and  needs.  A 
female  gang  member  states,  "Gangs  are 
people  that  don't  gang  bang  for  a  living. 


they  do  their  own  personal  things,  like 
draw,  paint,  etc.  So  you  should  get  to  know 
them  from  the  inside  before  judging 
them." 


David  Mauroff  works  at  the  Columbia 
Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club 


Since  1973 


SYNERGY 

SCHOOL 


ALL  SCHOOL  OPEN  HOUSE 
SATURDAY  DEC.  2 
11  AM— 2PM 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Gasses 
Challenging  Academics 


Multi -Cultural 


Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 


415-567-6177 


www.synergy.pvt.k12.ca.us 
13 87  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


1  Southern  French 
■  ,  Cooking  in  a 
tWipstalgic  carnival 
atmosphere 


995  Valencia  Street  @  21st 
415.821.3210  •,Ta/wval ring x3.com 


Open  7am  to  9pm ,  7  days  a  week ,  365  days  a  year! 

920  Valencia  @  20th  •  550-0444 


6  DECEMBER,  2000 


New  Mission  News 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x5"  or  4"x6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1262  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 

B& W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z5 
<no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  camerds  and  lenses,  assorted  cafnera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplied  and  color  photofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


- - - 

Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 


by  Edward  Olmstead 

here  is  something  about  the  whole 
present  day  dot-com  invasion  of 
San  Francisco  that  has  begun  to  per¬ 
plex  me.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
massive  influx  of  people  into  the  dot-com 
marketing  industry  has  had  a  tremendous 
impact  on  San  Francisco  and  upon  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  here ...  or  who,  until  recently, 
lived  here. 

I  used  to  believe  that  since  people  in 
the  Internet  business  made  a  ton  of  money 
and  could  afford  to  live  anywhere  they 
chose,  that  they  were  all  coming  to  San 
Francisco,  since  it  was  such  a  beautiful 
place.  They  had  decided  to  live  here,  and 
market  forces  being  what  they  are,  change 
was  inevitable. 

But  watching  this  whole  "changing  of 
the  guard"  take  place,  I  have  begun  to  have 
serious  doubts  as  to  whether  that  view 
actually  fully  makes  sense. 

The  image  put  out  by  Internet 
Marketers  is  that  this  is  a  New  Era,  and 
with  so  much  E-business  going  on  over  the 
web,  dot-comers  can  live  and  work  any¬ 
where  they  please.  One  television  ad,  ear¬ 
lier  this  year,  light-heartedly  showed  a  guy 
living  and  working  at  home  in  the  suburbs, 
stark  naked.  But  that  didn't  matter,  because 
he  was  into  "E-commerce"  and  he  didn't 
have  to  dress  arty  particular  way  at  all.  He 
could  do  fine  in  business,  working  wher¬ 
ever  it  was  that  he  wished  to. 

Another,  more  recent  ad  shows  two 
young  dot-com  guys  setting  up  there  oper¬ 
ations  in  a  small  trailer,  out  in  the  desert, 
with  just  a  thin  phone  cable  needed  to 
hook  them  up  to  the  rest  of  the  world  and 
allow  them  to  succeed  in  business  over  the 
Internet 

Also  it  seemed  that  the  reason  that  so 
many  Internet  start-ups  were  displacing 
folks  in  San  Francisco  was  that. . .  well  this 
is  a  beautiful  city,  start-ups  had  lots  of  ven¬ 
ture  capital  money,  and  so  they  simply 
chose  to  live  here...  end  of  story. 

One  finds  start-up  firms  now  moving 
into  marginal  locations  These  firms  are 
willing  to  pay  far  more  than  market  values 
for  places  that  aren't  at  all  nice,  attractive, 
or  appealing. 

Why,  why,  why? 

Why  are  they  going  to  such  astonishing 
lengths  to  move  into  this  area?  The  matter 
now  seems  to  be  one  of  near  desperation 
These  dot-com  firms  are  forking  out  the 
big  money  to  live  here  not  just  because 
they  really  want  to,  but  because  they 
absolutely  Need  To. 

Apparently  it  is  essential  for  these 
new  start-up  firms  to  be  pltysically  close  to 
other  Internet  businesses  so  that  they  can 
mingle,  meet,  and  share  ideas.  They  can 
"do  lunch"  at  a  nuveau  chic  South  Park 


Cafe  for  example.  Meeting  face  to  face 
seems  to  still  have  its  value.  After  all,  who 
is  going  to  land  the  big  deals  and  contracts, 
the  person  who  buys  you  a  meal  and  drinks 
and  with  whom  you  have  personal  deal¬ 
ings,  or  the  guy  sitting  naked  in  front  of  his 
computer  terminal  out  in  the  suburbs? 

Well  whatever  the  true  answer  to  that 
question  might  be,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
dot-com  folks,  who  are  paying  several 
times  normal  market  prices  for  offices  and 
housing  in  this  town,  believe  with  all  their 
hearts  (and  their  check  books),  that  they 
really  do  need  to  be  in  San  Francisco,  no 
matter  what  the  cost. 

After  all  if  they  really  thought  that 
they  could  run  their  E-businesses  any¬ 
where,  as  advertised,  then  being  sensible 
people,  they  would  spend  their  $800,000 
dollars  on  a  mansion  and  an  estate  in  some 
other  part  of  the  country,  instead  of  on 
some  modest  row  house  out  in  the  foggy 
San  Francisco  avenues!  Clearly  no  one  in 
the  Internet  business  in  San  Francisco  real¬ 
ly  buys  their  own  hype. 

Thus  we  have  a  situation  where  all  the 
dot-com  billboards,  radio  ads,  and  TV  ads, 
tell  us  that  E-business  makes  it  possible  to 
live  anywhere.  But  in  reality  the  people 
selling  us  this  image  know  that  to  really 
succeed  they  still  need  to  meet  people  face 
to  face,  shake  hands  with  them,  befriend 
them  and  pander  to  them  and  somehow 
getting  that  personal  edge.  There  is  a  very 
big  lie  inherent  in  their  message. 

It  cant  be  both  ways. 

The  truly  sad  thing  is  that  this  E-business 
(venture  capital  babble),  has  kept  expand¬ 
ing  locally,  not  based  upon  a  whole  lot  of 
logic,  but  rather  upon  a  tremendous 
amount  of  zeal  (that  sort  of  excessive  exu¬ 
berance  often  displayed  by  those  involved 
in  pyramid  schemes).  In  the  meantime, 
while  all  of  this  smoke  and  mirrors  "dot¬ 
com  job"  gets  played  out,  many  local  long¬ 
term  residents  have  been  pushed  out  and 
continue  to  be  forced  out  of  this  town. 
Highly  inflated  rental  prices  (higher  than 
Manhattan!)  have  caused  people  who  have 
lived  here  for  decades  to  unwillingly  give 
up  and  move  out  of  San  Francisco.  It  is  all 
the  sadder  when  one  considers  that  many 
of  these  people  are  the  artists,  artisans,  and 
very  creative  people  who  have  made  San 
Francisco  the  fascinating  place  that  it  has 
been  for  so  long. 

Large-scale  change  of  this  sort, 
always  brings  with  it  tremendous  hardship, 
as  people  are  forced  to  pull  up  roots.  Such 
changes  have  taken  place  before  and  will 
take  place  again.  That  is  inevitable.  But  to 
see  it  happen  in  San  Francisco,  just  so  that 
a  lot  of  get  rich  quick  interlopers  can  run 
their  tax  free  web  sites,  out  of  tax  free  "live 
work"  lofts,  when  the  whole  thing  they  are 
hawking  is  based  upon  a  false  image,  a 
fraud,  makes  it  seem  all  the  more  regret¬ 
table  and  tragic. 
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San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

We  accept  personal  checks. 


The  Greatest  Thrift  Store  in  the  World 
www.ThnftTawn.com 


Linens  •  Clothing  •  Televisions  •  Collectibles  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry 
Draperies  •  Accessories  •  Books  •  Records  •  What-Nots  •  Furniture 
Toys  •  Dishes  •  Baby  Items  •  Small  Appliances 


ANY  $10.00  PURCHASE  OR  MORE 


2101  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1  132 

Not  Valid  With  Any  Other  Promotion  •  limit  One  Couoon  Per  Customer 

ple°”  p,*“"' ,h"  Cowo"  p"°r  To  Pu'choie  offer  expires  1/1/01 


We  accept  personal  checks. 

^ 


You  never  know  what  you'll  find. 
Especially  if  you  don't  look.*-? 


SUNSET  SCAVENGER  COMPANY  *330-1300  •www.sunsetscavenger.com 
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All  the 
Holiday  Fixings 


We’re  cooking 
Fresh  Crab  daily! 

(weather  permitting) 


Fresh 

Holiday  Turkeys 

featuring 
Free  Range  Diestel 
and 

Zacky  Natural 
Turkeys 


Ducks,  Geese, 
Gallinas, 
Quail  &  Rabbit 

Free  Range  Poultry 

Specialty 
Poultry  Sausages 


Cooking  up 

Cioppino,  Paella  or  Bouillabaisse? 

We’ve  got  the  finest  quality 
clams,  mussels,  shrimp,  scallops, 

&  fish  —  whole,  sliced,  or  filleted! 


(415)  282-3331 

2590  Mission  Street,  @  22nd 


Family  Owned  &  Operated  Since  1918 


The  Original 

DUGGAN’S® 
FUNERAL  SERVICE 

THE  DUGGAN  WELCH  FAMILY 

We  make  life  easier  because  we  care  about  your  wishes. 

,  ‘ 

•  We  are  trained  professionals,  registered  and  licensed 
with  the  State  of  California. 

•  Experienced  with  all  types  of  services  *  including 
non-denominational  funerals. 

•  Most  beautiful  chapels  in  varying  sizes. 

•  Domestic  and  International  shipment  worldwide. 

•  Rental  Casket  Available. 

•  Information  given  over  the  phone. 

•  Call  for  brochure  on  Funeral  Services, 

Memorial  Services  and  Cremation. 

Coupons 

-  Member,  Better  Business  Bureau,  Lions  Club,  and  California 
and  National  Funeral  Directors  Association. 


SMART, 


Images,  like  this  one  of  Cesar  Chavez,  are  being  marketed  online  but  not  by  the  artists. 


United  Farm  Workers,  Mission 
Muralists  Sue  Corbis  Corporation 

Internet  company  is  marketing  artists’  images  and  union  logo  online 


By  Elizabeth  Ashford 

olores  Huerta’s  likeness  on  a  can 
of  grape  juice?  The  UFW’s  Aztec 
eagle  advertising  pesticides?  The 
United  Farm  Workers  Union  (UFW) 
believes  these  scenarios  are  possible  if  an 
on-line  arts  distributor  keeps  selling  pho¬ 
tographs  of  Mission  murals,  and  they’ve 
filed  a  lawsuit  with  two  local  artists  to 
make  sure  the  sales  stop. 

On  November  9,  the  UFW,  its  co¬ 
founder  Huerta,  muralists  Susan 
Cervantes,  Juana  Alicia  and  Maestrapeace 
Art  Works  Partnership  filed  a  lawsuit 
against  Coitois  Corporation  at  the  U.S. 
District  Court  in  San  Francisco.  The  suit 
accuses  Corbis  of  illegally  selling  pho¬ 
tographs  of  four  murals  by  Cervantes  and 
Alicia,  one  of  which  contains  the  UFW’s 
Aztec  eagle  logo,  its  Si  Se  Puede  slogan 
aid  Huerta’s  likeness.  The  lawsuit  claims 
copyright  and  trademark  infringement,  and 
a  violation  of  Huerta’s  state  publicity  and 
privacy  rights.  “Coibis  sells  images  to 
anyone,”  says  UFW  spokesman  Marc 
Grossman.  “Our  logo  could  end  up  any¬ 
where.” 

The  four  murals  in  question  should 
be  familiar  to  most  Mission  residents:  “Si 
Se  Puede!”  and  “El  Lenguaje  Mudo  del 
Alma”  at  Cesar  Chavez  Elementary 
School;  “The  Five  Sacred  Colors  of  Com” 
at  Balmy  Alley;  and  “Maestrapeace”  at  the 
Women’s  Building  at  18th  and  Valencia 

“Corbis  (is)  selling  these  without  the 
consent,  credit  or  compensation  of  the 
artists,”  says  the  plaintiff’s  attorney 
Brooke  Oliver.  “We’ve  written  (Corbis) 
several  times  asking  them  to  cease  and 
desist,  but  they  maintain  they  have  a  right 
to  distribute  these  images.” 

A  Corbis  spokesperson  contacted  for 
this  article  said  the  company  had  no  com¬ 
ment.  A  privately  owned  corporation  affil¬ 
iated  with  Microsoft,  Corbis’  web  site 
describes  itself  as  “the  leading  provider  of 
digital  images  to  both  the  consumer  and 
creative  professional  markets”.  Corbis  has 
over  two  million  images  for  sale  on-line. 


Copyright  law  and  the  Internet 

National  headlines  reflect  the  legal  debate 
currently  raging  over  on-line  distribution 
verses  copyright.  On  November  6,  the 
Supreme  Court  announced  it  will  hear 
Tasini  v.  The  New  York  Times,  a  case 
brought  against  the  Times  by  writers  over 
for-fee  articles  on  the  paper’s  web  site. 
And  Napster,  the  infamous  on-line  song¬ 
swapping  site,  remains  locked  in  an  ugly 
battle  with  the  music  industry  that  will  go 
to  trial  later  this  year. 

Oliver  doesn’t  think  the  issue  is  that 
complicated.  “If  (Corbis)  was  photocopy¬ 
ing  or  reprinting  these  images  and  selling 
them,  there  wouldn’t  be  any  question 
about  whether  this  was  copyright  infringe¬ 
ment,”  she  says.  “The  Internet  is  simply  a 
medium  of  distribution — but  the  fact  that 
these  sales  are  via  the  Internet  tremen¬ 
dously  increases  the  risk  of  copyright 
infringement  worldwide.” 

Plaintiff  Cervantes,  who  is  also 
Executive  Director  of  Precita  Eyes  Mural 
Arts  and  Visitors  Center,  says  the  issue 
isn’t  r/work  is  reproduced — it’s  how  the 
work  is  used.  “We  give  reprint  permission 
frequently,  but  we  want  control  over  how 
the  images  appear,”  Cervantes  says. 
“Copyright  (is)  the  only  real  tangible  right 
that  artists  have.”  And  Cervantes  wants 
right  compensation  for  her  work.  “The 
murals  were  done  by  Mission  residents  as 
a  gift  to  the  community.  If  there ’re  any 
financial  benefits,  they  should  go  to  the 
artists  and  back  into  our  community.” 

Oliver  is  concerned  that  the  Latino 
community’s  lexicon  is  particularly  vul¬ 
nerable  to  corporate  exploitation.  “It’s 
become  a  more  powerful  market,  so  adver¬ 
tisers  want  to  appropriate  the  UFW’s  sym¬ 
bols  for  ads,”  says  Oliver.  “It’s  very  impor¬ 
tant  that  we  maintain  the  integrity  of  these 
symbols.” 

“Coibis’  majority  stockholder, 
Microsoft,  would  be  incensed  if  anyone 
distributed  Windows  on-line,  for  free,” 
says  Grossman  “The  defendants  under¬ 
stand  the  copyright  concept  when  it’s  their 
property,  not  ours.” 


We  answer  the  phone  24  hours 

415.431.4900  0 


Se  Habla  Espafiol 
FD'#44 


3434  17th  Street  (near  Valencia),  San  Francisco,  94110 
Centrally  located  across  from  the  new  Mission  Police  Station 
Free  Off-Street  Parking  accommodating  the  largest  services. 

Not  affiliated  with  Duggan’s  Scrra  Mortuary  in  Daly  City 


©  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 


in  the  New  Mission  News 

\  feCj 

Call  Jane  Dixon Jjj* 


(415)  826-2320 


Oliver  says  she’ll  seek  to  have  images 
removed  from  Coibis’  site,  and  damages 
for  copyright  infringement 

Cervantes  and  Grossman  want  more. 
“I  hope  that  they  recognize  the  violation 
and  admit  it  openly,  and  clearly,”  says 
Cervantes.  “We  want  to  be  vindicated,  and 
send  a  message  to  anyone  else  who  is 
going  to  usurp  these  images  without  per¬ 
mission  for  any  purpose,”  says  Grossman, 
“but  particularly  when  a  corporation  does 
it  for  profit” 
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AN  IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT  REGARDING  HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

from  The  Code  Enforcement  Outreach  Program 

San  Francisco,  CA 

Protect  yourself  from  bad  weather 

Now  that  the  rain  and  cold  are  coming,  many  people  throughout  San  Francisco  have  problems  with  their 
heat  or  with  other  wreather-  related  conditions  in  their  rental  units.  You  should  know  that  tenants  have  the 
right  to  live  under  better  conditions. 

Your  property  owner  is  responsible  for  providing  heat,  insulation  for  the  walls  and  windows  and  effective 
and  adequate  protection  in  the  roof  to  combat  cold  and  rain. 

If  you  have  mold,  mildew  or  leaks,  your  landlord  has  to  make  repairs  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  you  aren't  currently  receiving  these  or  other  housing  services  and  you  want  assistance 
obtaining  repairs  in  your  apartment,  contact  one  of  the  agencies  below.  These  organizations 
can  help  you  learn  how  to  defend  yourself  from  a  landlord  who  does  not  keep  up  with  repairs. 

If  you  live  in  the  Mission  or  if  you  are 
a  monolingual  Spanish  speaker,  contact: 

St.  Peter's  Housing  Committee 
474  Valencia  St.  (at  16th)  487-9203 
Spanish  speakers  available 


II  you  live  in  Chinatown,  contact: 

Chinatown  CDC 
1525  Grant  Avenue  984-1459 
Cantonese  and  Mandarin  speakers  available 

If  you  live  in  an  apartment  or  SRO  hotel  in 
the  Tenderloin  or  South  of  Market,  contact: 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic 
1 26  Hyde  St.  (at  Golden  Gate)  77 1  -9850 
Vietnamese  speakers  available 

9 

If  you  live  anywhere  else  in  the  city,  contact: 

Housing  Rights  Committee  of  S.F. 

427  So  .Van  Ness  Ave  (at  15lh)  703-8644 

If  you  are  a  PROPERTY  OWNER  and  your  tenants  do  not  have  adequate 
heat,  you  are  responsible  for  addressing  this  problem  immediately. 

*  Make  sure  the  heat  is  on  and  the  pilot  light  is  lit. 

•  Respond  to  your  tenants'  notification  of  a  heating  problem  and  fix  it  within  48  hours. 
For  further  information,  assistance,  or  if  you  cannot  gain  entry  to  a  unit,  please  call  the 
San  Francisco  Apartment  Association  at  255-2288. 

Protejanse  contra  el  mal  tiempo 

Ahora  que  viene  la  lluvia  y  el  frio,  mucha  de  la  gente  de  la  Mision  sufre 
porque  los  duenos  no  mantienen  bien  sus  edificios.  Usted  debe  saber  que 
todos  los  inquilinos  tienen  derecho  a  vivir  en  mejores  condiciones. 

Los  propietarios  son  responsables  de  proveer  calefaccion  e  insulacion 
suficiente  y  proteccion  efectiva  y  adecuada  en  el  techo  en  contra  el  mal  tiempo. 

Si  no  recibe  esos  u  otros  servicios  requeridos  y  quiere  hacer  algo  para  que 
reparen  su  edificio,  el  Comite  de  Vivienda  San  Pedro  le  puede  asistir. 
Ayudamos  a  los  inquilinos  a  escribir  cartas  para  exigir  al  propietario 
que  haga  las  reparaciones  necesarias. 

Llamenos  hoy  para  hacer  una  cita. 

Comite  de  Vivienda  San  Pedro  415-487-9203 

474  Valencia  #156  (en  el  Centro  del  Pueblo  entre  la  15  y  la  16) 

Hores  de  consejeria:  Lunes  a  Viernes  1:00pm  a  4:30pm 
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THAI-RIFIC  of  Mountain  view  I  How  the  Mission  Voted 

Proudly  announces  the  opening  of  By  Vlctor  Miller 


JJ  ThaiBistro 

1199  Valencia  @  23rd 

Open  11:30  am  - 10:30  pm  every  day 


Lunch  Specials  $  5.99 


Voice:  415.826.1199 
Fax:  415.826.0314 


Reservations  take-out 
orders  accepted 
wheel-chairs  accesible 


3160  16th  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94 103  •  415.861.2595 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 


2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


4- 


Often  Monday  -  Saturday  9-5  7* 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstortff  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


The  most  interesting  thing  about  the 
Mission  vote  is  not  its  continuing 
progressive  lean,  but  its  degree  of 
consensuality.  The  result  of  nearly  every 
state  and  local  proposition  was  a  lopsided 
one,  with  margins  of  two  to  one  or  greater 
on  many  issues.  In  spite  of  the  cultural  and 
ethnic  diversity  of  the  community,  when  it 
comes  to  voting  there’s  a  tremendous 
amount  of  unanimity. 

Mission  voters  kept  the  third  party 
movement  alive  but  unfortunately  for 
George  Bush  and  Tom  Campbell,  the  third 
party  in  question  is  the  Republican  Party. 
Green  candidates  Ralph  Nader  and  senato¬ 
rial  candidate  Medea  Benjamin  trounced 
the  Republicans  in  nearly  every  precinct 
Benjamin’s  25%  showing  is  more  indica¬ 
tive  of  Green  strength  in  the  Mission  since 
Democratic  scare  tactics — “ A  vote  for 
Nader  is  a  vote  for  Bush”  — buffaloed  a  lot 
of  potential  Nader  voters. 

Tom  Ammiano  piled  up  a  66%  margin 
of  victory  in  the  23  Mission  precincts  in 
Supervisoral  District  9.  Despite  the  fact 
three  Latinas  were  running  against  him, 
Ammiano  outpaced  his  nearest  opponent 
by  margins  of  more  than  three  to  one,  even 
in  the  precincts  that  are  heavily  Latino 
along  24th  Street  In  the  eight  Mission 
precincts  in  Supervisoral  District  6,  Chris 
Daly  got  46%  of  the  vote.  Daly  works  as  a 
community  organizer  in  this  north  Mission 
area  and  has  apparently  won  a  lot  of  sup¬ 
porters  in  the  process.  Former  Supervisor 
Carol  Ruth  Silver  who  represented  the 
Mission  the  last  time  there  were  district 
elections  finished  up  with  a  dismal  12%  in 
this  area 

Mission  voters,  well  familiar  with  the 
failure  of  the  war  on  drugs,  approved 
Proposition  36,  a  mandated  drag  treatment 
solution,  by  a  whopping  85%.  In  the  past  a 
very  vocal  minority  in  the  neighborhood 
has  championed  the  “more  cops”  solution 
to  the  drag  problem,  the  vast  majority  of 
Mission  residents  obviously  disagree.  By 
an  equally  wide  margin,  the  Mission 
rejected  the  school  vouchers  Proposition 
38.  The  only  state  proposition  on  which 
the  Mission  was  somewhat  divided  was 
Proposition  34,  a  bogus  campaign  reform 
measure;  the  neighborhood,  5 1%  of  it  any¬ 
way,  was  not  fooled  and  voted  it  down. 

In  regard  to  city  propositions,  the 
Mission  overwhelmingly  supported  two 


ENCANTADA  ;Feliz  Navidad!  Warm  Wishes  for  the  Holidays! 


Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

904  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

December  1st  thru  24th,  Extended  hours 
Mon.-Sun.  11-7pm,  Fri.-Sat  12-8pm 

email:  encantadagallery@yahoo.com 

Tel:  (415)  642-3939 
Exhibition  (Dec.l  to  Jan.  10) 

"Cuentos" 

Images  of  spirituality  from  Oaxaca 
Silver  gelatin  and  oil  works 
by  Lizza  Jones  and  Curt  Fukada 

Reception 

Dec.  12,  Tuesday,  6  to  8pm 

Noche  de  la  Virgin  Guadalupe 
with  ponche  and  music 

"Tamalada" 

Dec.  16,  Saturday,  l-3pm 

Learn  how  to  make  holiday  tamales  with 
Laurie  Mackenzie.  Call  for  registration  . 


Christmas  Mercado 

Jewelry,  cards,  handblown  glassworks,  tin  ornaments,  ceramic 
works!  nichos,  mirrors,  star-lamps,  religious  icons,  rebozos, 
children’s  clothes,  one  of  a  kind  art  works,  and  much  more. 
Extended  Hours  1 1am  to  7pm  Mon-Sun,  Fri-Sat  12  to  8pm 


tenant  measures.  Proposition  H,  restric¬ 
tions  on  landlord  costs  that  can  be  passed 
on  to  tenants,  was  approved  in  the  Mission 
by  a  three  to  one  margin.  Proposition  N, 
which  would  have  limited  certain  types  of 
condominium  conversions  passed  in  the 
Mission  by  a  lesser  margin  (62%). 
Citywide  Proposition  N  failed  after  a 
scorched  earth  campaign  by  opponents. 
The  Saturday  before  the  election  many 
voters  received  an  extremely  misleading 
postcard  urging  them  to  vote  for  Tom 
Ammiano  and  No  on  N.  In  Fact,  Ammiano 
supported  N,  but  with  an  already  complex 
and  confusing  ballot  and  no  time  for  a 
counter-mailing,  the  post  card  undoubted¬ 
ly  had  an  impact 

Proposition  K,  the  mayor’s  fraudulent 
development  control  measure,  was  defeat¬ 
ed  in  the  Mission  70/30,  thus  continuing  a 
local  tradition  of  rejecting  almost  every¬ 
thing  Willie  Brown  proposes.  His  honor 
has  never  really  figured  out  the  ‘hood,  and 
what  the  ‘hood  has  figured  out  about  his 
honor  is — it  doesn’t  like  him  very  much. 
Proposition  L,  a  real  development  control 
proposal,  won  wide  acceptance  in  all  parts 
of  the  Mission,  winning  by  a  two  to  one 
margin,  but  losing  narrowly  citywide. 

K.  Land  the  runoff 

Complex  planning  issues  like  K  and  L, 
whose  actual  text  is  unreadable  for  99%  of  • 
the  electorate,  should  never  be  on  the  bal¬ 
lot,  where  their  meaning  and  impact  are 
easily  distorted  by  whichever  side  has  the 
most  money.  Even  worse  is  the  fact  that 
many  voters  reason  that  if  they  can’t 
understand  it,  just  vote  no.  It  is  infuriating 
that  we  elect  mayors  and  supervisors  based 
on  their  campaign  claims  that  they  have  all 
the  answers.  Once  elected  they  merely 
choose  up  sides  and  wage  partisan  war. 
The  difficult  issues,  the  ones  we  thought 
our  elected  representatives  were  going  to 
take  care  of,  go  unresolved  and  are  thrown 
back  at  the  voters.  This  time  it  was  to  no 
avail. 

Now  we  are  about  to  elect  a  new 
board  of  supervisors,  one  that  will  proba¬ 
bly  not  be  a  tool  of  the  mayor.  So,  the  issue 
of  overdevelopment  and  displacement  of 
residents  should  be  one  that  our  legislators 
finally  get  around  to  legislating  about.  In 
the  North  Mission,  part  of  District  6, 
where  Chris  Daly  is  in  a  runoff  election 
with  Mayor  Brown’s  handpicked  candi¬ 
date  Chris  Dittenhafer,  a  Daly  victory 
would  go  a  long  way  to  get  this  process 
started.  Proposition  L  may  have  lost  nar¬ 
rowly,  but  much  of  it  can  be  salvaged  if  we 
elect  the  right  people  to  get  the  job  done. 


*Note  on  the  numbers:  The  Mission  is 
defined  (roughly)  as  the  area  bounded  by 
Cesar  Chavez  the  Central  Freeway 
Dolores  and  Potrero.  (All  39  precincts  in 
this  area  carry  the  same  the  numerical 
prefix:  37.)  There  are  23  of  these  Mission 
precincts  in  Supervisoral  District  9.  Eight 
Mission  precincts  are  in  Supervisoral 

District  8  and  eight  Mission  precincts  are 
in  Supervisoral  District  6.  Mission  votes 
for  the  different  Supervisor  contests  are 
calculated  on  this  basis. 

At  press  time  there  was  still  not  a  final 
tally  from  the  Department  of  Elections  due 
to  the  extremely  close  race  in  District  8. 
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Subscribe  to 
New  Mission  News 
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The  Mission  Vote 

MISSION  DISTRICT  37.  FEES.  TAXES.  REQUIRED  VOTES 

Registered  Voters  32,627  (39  precints)  3,393  20.89%  12,853  79.11% 


US  PRESIDENT 

Gore  (Dem)  14,309 

Bush  (Rep)  1,350 

Nader  (Green)  3,142 

US  SENATOR 

Dianne  Feinstein  (Dem)  1 1 ,578 
Tom  Campbell  (Rep)  1,437 
Medea  Benjamin(  Green)  4,568 

US  REPRESENTATIVE  District  8 

Nancy  Pelosi  (Dem)  14,531 
Adam  Sparks  (Rep)  935 
Erik  Bauman  (Lib)  532 
David  Smithstein  (NLaw)  246 

CA  STATE  SENATOR  District  3 
John  L.  Burton  (Dem)  13,082 

Terence  Faulkner  (Rep)  1,235 

Celeste  Joy  Blau  Joki  (NLaw)  1,432 

STATE  ASSEMBLY  District  13 
Carole  Migden  (Dem)  13,595 
Starchild  (Lib)  1,399 

Bob  Lane  (Rep)  1,377 

BART  DIRECTOR  District  9 

Tom  Radulovich  7,771 
Thomas  Damico  2,133 

BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 


District  6 

Chris  Daly  1,280 

Chris  M  Dittenhafer  281 

Carol  Ruth  Silver  323 

District  8 

Mark  Leno  1,476 

Eileen  Hansen  1,380 

District  9 

Tom  Ammiano  7,074 

Maria  Martinez  1,643 

Lucrecia  Bermudez  730 

Ron  Norlin  570 

Valerie  Tulier  581 


38.  SCHOOL  VOUCHERS. . 

2.744  15.23%  15,274  84.77% 

39.  SCHOOL  FACILITIES  BONDS 

14,295  82.40%  3,053  17.60% 

LOCAL  PROPOSITIONS 

[Yes  Votes  %]  [No  Yotes  %] 

A.  BRANCH  LIBRARY  BONDS 

14,577  82.60%  3,070  17.40% 

B.  DISTRICT  AIDE 

9,531  55.06%  7,779  44.94% 

C.  CITY  WORKER  RETIREMENT 

12.744  73.97%  4,485  26.03% 

D.  CHILDREN’S  FUND 

14,200  82.84%  2,942  17.16% 

E.  CITY  RETIREE  HEALTH 

12,177  71.79%  4,785  28.21% 

F.  CLOSURE  OF  JFK  DR. 

11,378  64.16%  6,355  35.84% 

G.  CLOSURE  OF  JFK  WITH  LIMITS 

5,558  32.41%  11,591  67.59% 

H.  LANDLORD/RENTERS  COSTS 

13,269  74.06%  4,648  25.94% 

I.  BUSINESS  TAX  REVISION 

5,335  33.40%  10,637  66.60% 

J.  CITY  CONTRACTOR 

15,083  87.70%  2,115  12.30% 

K.  OFFICE  DEVELOPMENT 

5,217  29.89%  12,239  70.11% 

L.  OFFICE  LIVE/WORK 

11,957  67.86%  5,664  32.14% 

M.  TAXICAB  PERMITS 

4,798  28.94%  11,783  71.06% 

N.  RENTAL  CONVERSIONS 

10,666  62.82%  6,313  37.18% 


Available  to  rent  for  New  Years  Eve 

Call  648-7954  or  blondies6@mindspring.com 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  &  17th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864-24  1  9 


COMMUNITY  COLLEGE  BOARD 


Natalie  Berg  3,895 

Rodel  Rodis  3,226 

Milton  Marks  III  2,96 1 

Julio  J.  Ramos  6,634 

Johnnie  Carter  3,087 

Christine  Gaddi  5,482 

Calvin  Y.  Louie  1,396 

Justin  Tin  1,618 

R.  Scott  Brown  4,854 

Joan  E.  McClain  4,087 

Erin  Brown  2,676 

Abel  Mouton  1,396 

Chris  Finn  963 

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION 
Jill  Wynns  7,146 

Eric  Mar  6,877 

Mark  Sanchez  8,105 

Mary  T.  Hernandez  4,411 

Mauricio  E.  Vela  6,943 

Robert  Vami  2,097 

Stephen  Herman  2,246 

A.Toni  Young  1,370 

David  A.Eisenberg  949 

David  Parker  1,416 

Maria  Dolores  Rinaldi  2,648 
Rufus  N.  Watkins  588 


STATE  PROPOSITIONS 

[Yes  Votes  %)  [No  Yotes  %] 

32.  VETERANS’  BOND  ACT.  HOMES 

13,726  79,41%  3,558  20.59% 

33.  LEGISLATORS'  RETIREMENT 

11,023  65.49%  5,809  34.51% 

34.  CAMPAIGN  CONTRIBUTIONS. 

8,347  48.14%  8992  51.88% 

35.  PUBLIC  WORKS  PROJECTS. 

5,888  34.90%  10,984  65.10% 

36.  DRUG  TREATMENT  PROGRAM. 

15,126  84.81%  2,709  15.19% 


O.  PUBLIC  CAMPAIGN 

11,330  67.65%  5,417  32.35% 

P.  HUNTERS  POINT  CLEANUP 

15,276  89.61%  1,771  10.39% 

Q.  PEDESTRIAN  SAFETY  FUND 

10,380  61.01%  6,634  38.99% 

R.  PIER  45 

13,641  80.60%  3,283  19.40% 


Bird  &  Beckett 

Books  &  Records 

2788  Diamond  St. 
in  Glen  Park 
San  Francisco 
ph:  586-3733 

M * 

New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  —  LPs  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical.  Etc. 


Tues.-Sat.:  10am  to  9pm 
Sunday:  11am  to  6pm 

Glen  Park  Bart 
J  Church 

Muni  *26.  52.  44.  23 
Easy  Parking 


FILMS 

fu.S.TAURant 
;FUL|-  bar 

LATE  N,0l*r  mvs,c 
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527  Vcdencui,  Som.  PvaJtcUca 

415.863.9328 
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‘Wfieefcfiair  Accessible 

.  Reservations  Accepted  Credit  Cards  'Welcome 


CAFE  ARGUELLO 


Fine  Dining  in  a  Lovely,  Crentle  Setting 


^  CLASSIC  SPANISH  DINNERS 
^  AMERICAN  FAVORITES 
*=&,  WINE  AND  BEER 
TAPAS  BAR 

Open  Daily  at  5 T.M.  (except  Mondays) 

1499  Valencia  at  26th  41 5.643.31 60 


WAVY#  FOOTPRINTS,  INC. 

SHOES  STUFF  TOR  KIDS 


Featuring  Stride  Rite,  Elefanten,  Dr.  Martens, 
Skechers  And  Other  Great  Brands 

We  have  your  shoe  needs  covered: 

From  Infant  Size  0  through  Youth  Size  6 


3961  24th  Street  415-285-3668 


niman  ranch  natural  burgers,  free-range  chicken, 
gardenhurgers,  all  beef  natural  hot  dogs, 
freshly  cut  french  fries, 
double  rainbow  ice  cream  milkshakes 


order  by  phone  415-824*3494 
open  11  to  11  everyday 
807  Valencia  street  at  19th 

coming  to  the  new  san  Francisco  international  airport  in  September  2000! 


After  Proposition  L:  rezone 
the  Mission  for  housing! 


Guest 

Opinion 


RANDY  SHAW 


When  gentrification  stalked  the 
Mission  during  the  1970s  and 
1980s,  activists  moved  quickly 
to  stem  the  tide.  New  commercial  and 
high-rise  development  was  restricted 
throughout  much  of  the  neighborhood  in 
1978  and  more  than  a  decade  later  an 
Industrial  Protection  Zone  (LPZ)  was  cre¬ 
ated  to  protect  the  Mission’s  northeast 
border  from  threats  posed  by  the  biotech 
industry.  Today,  dot-com  mania  requires 
new  land-use  controls:  the  entire  Mission 
should  be  rezoned  for  housing  use  with 
new  non-residential  uses  limited  to  the 
ground  floor. 

San  Francisco  desperately  needs  mote 
housing  and  the  northeast  Mission  can 
help  provide  it.  An  all-housing  rezoning 
proposal  would  find  broad  support.  SPUR 
and  the  SF  Weekly,  both  of  whom  oppose 
rent  control  and  criticized  Prop  L,  have 
strongly  advocated  building  new  housing. 
The  Residential  Builders  Association,  an 
anathema  to  many  Prop  L  supporters, 
would  use  its  vaunted  political  clout  to 
expand  housing  in  the  Mission. 

Downtown  interests  fought  Prop  L 
because  of  its  limits  on  office  develop¬ 
ment,  not  because  they  cared  about  dot¬ 
com  expansion  in  the  Mission.  Such  inter¬ 
ests  would  be  unlikely  to  mobilize  to 
defeat  a  Mission  rezoning,  and  even  if 
they  did,  they  would  lose.  It  has  always 
been  easier  to  defeat  a  laige,  complex  mea¬ 
sure  like  Prop  L  than  a  simple,  straightfor¬ 
ward  neighborhood  re  zoning;  de-linking 
the  Mission’s  needs  from  citywide  devel¬ 
opment  issues  will  pave  the  way  for  victo¬ 
ry  at  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  win 
mayoral  support. 

But  pursuing  the  best  strategy  for  pre¬ 
venting  a  dot-com  takeover  of  the  Mission 
requires  marry  to  abandon  two  deeply  held 
views.  First,  it  means  relinquishing  the 
vision  of  the  northeast  Mission  as  the 
future  home  for  machine  shops  and  other 
light  ireiustrial  uses.  The  sad  reality  is  that 
such  businesses  can  no  longer  afford  the 
neighborhood.  Trying  to  attract  such  oper¬ 
ations  by  reserving  a  portion  of  the  com¬ 
munity  for  their  operation  simply  perpetu¬ 
ates  the  manipulation  of  this  loophole  by 
dot-coms.  Banning  new  non-residential 
uses  above  the  ground  floor  ends  the  threat 
of  new  dot-com  development.  It  will  also 


reduce  land  values  so  that  building  hous¬ 
ing  is  economically  feasible. 

Activists  must  also  reconsider  their 
opposition  to  any  new  housing  that  is  not 
affordable  to  low-income  people  The  cur¬ 
rent  zoning  for  the  northeast  Mission  pro¬ 
hibits  market  rate  housing  other  than  the 
controversial  live/work  lofts.  Although 
affordable  housing  is  permitted  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  no  units  have  been  built.  Why? 
Because  our  city’s  non-profits,  including 
Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation,  lack  the  resources  and  capac¬ 
ity  to  build  the  number  of  affordable  units 
the  neighborhood  desperately  needs. 

The  only  way  we  are  going  to  mean¬ 
ingfully  increase  the  supply  of  affordable 
housing  in  the  Mission  is  to  work  out  a 
deal  that  provides  such  resources,  in 
exchange  for  permitting  market-rate 
development.  The  alternative — letting  the 
land  sit  fallow — will  only  worsen  the 
city’s  housing  crisis. 

The  notion  of  making  a  “deal”  to  get 
affordable  housing  built  in  the  Mission 
evokes  skepticism  from  many  activists 
still  unhappy  over  a  similar  agreement 
reached  surrounding  Mission  Bay.  But  this 
is  a  false  analogy.  Disenchantment  with 
the  number  of  affordable  housing  units  to 
be  (someday)  created  at  Mission  Bay 
stems  from  feeling  that  the  public  was 
excluded  from  the  process.  Regardless  of 
how  many  public  meetings  and  hearings 
were  held,  activists  remain  convinced  that 
Mission  Bay  was  a  backroom  deal  that 
betrayed  the  community.  Unfortunately,  it 
is  in  the  nature  of  the  negotiations  that 
such  criticism  can  never  be  dispelled.  The 
goal  should  be  to  ensure  that  the  pitfalls  of 
Mission  Bay  are  avoided  in  negotiating  for 
affordable  housing  in  the  northeast 
Mission. 

Even  those  skeptical  of  reaching  an 
acceptable  agreement  on  creating  afford¬ 
able  housing  in  the  northeast  Mission 
should  admit  that  it’s  at  least  worth  a  try. 
The  steadily  increasing  evictions  and  dis¬ 
placement  of  long-term  residents  demands 
a  response.  A  contrary  rezoning  strategy — 
one  that  simply  bans  office  development 
without  encouraging  housing — does  noth¬ 
ing  to  increase  our  affordable  housing  sup¬ 
ply.  Worse,  a  “no  housing”  agenda  will 
likely  increase  evictions,  as  upscale  renters 
will  simply  use  the  Ellis  Act  to  take  over 
the  units  of  longtime  Mission  residents. 

Those  of  us  at  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic  have  not  enjoyed  spending  the  past 
few  years  trying  to  stave  off  the  eviction  of 
one  Inti  no  family  after  another  from  their 
homes,  neighborhood,  and  the  city  they 
love.  It’s  well  past  the  time  to  pursue  more 
creative  strategies  for  expanding  our 
affordable  housing  supply. 


ABABA  Capoeira 

Brazilian  Cultural  Academy 

2376  Mission  (at  20tn)  •  SF  •  (415)  284-6196  •  www.abada.org 


Capoeira  teens  train  FREE! 
Classes  for  ages  5  to  adult ■ 
Afro-Brazillan  Dance 
Portuguese  Language 
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Office  boom 


Continued  from  page  1 


supposed  to  create  competition  between 
projects  vying  for  the  limited  square 
footage  allowable  each  year.  In  the  early 
1990’s  there  were  never  enough  new  pro¬ 
jects  to  create  any  competition;  but  since 
the  Internet  boom  of  the  last  few  years,  the 
annual  allotment  for  large  projects  has 
been  reached,  and  project  sponsors  are 

finally  having  to  present  attractive  pro¬ 
jects  in  order  to  get  them  approved. 

Most  developers  of  similar  projects 
have  tried  to  get  their  projects  classified  as 
“Business  Service”  or  something  other 
than  “Office”  so  as  to  avoid  the 
Proposition  M  limitations  and  the  compe- 
titioa  (See  NMN  May,  2000  “The  Name 
Game”). 


get  the  attention  of  the  Planning 
Department,  Sigala  was  notified  by  staff 
that  “the 

Planning  Department  does  not  at  this 
time  have  the  resources  to  investigate  or 
issue  a  Notice  of  Violation.” 

Rent  is  still  significantly  lower  along 
this  corridor,  compared  to  South  of 
Market  and  other  light  industrial  areas, 
like  the  Northeast  Mission,  where  rents 
have  risen  astronomically  in  the  last  year 
or  so.  Without  space  to  meet  the  demand 
of  growing  Internet  and  related  business¬ 
es,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  before 
underutilized  space  along  Mission  Street 
will  be  discovered. 


It  is  crucial  that,  during  the  approval 
process,  the  Mission  community  maintain 
pressure  on  the  Planning  Commission  to 
adhere  to  the  zoning  restrictions  and  not 
allow  the  ground  floor  retail  space  along 
these  corridors  to  slip  into  private  office 
use.  One  troubling  example  cited  by 
Michael  Sigala  of  MEDA  is  down  the 
street  at  2052-54  Mission.  Sigala  report¬ 
ed  to  the  Planning  Department  in  August 
that  the  previously  retail  site  was  being 
used  as  an  Internet  office  space  without 
permits,  and  had  destroyed  a  required 
street  frontage.  After  repeated  attempts  to 


®  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 


in  the  New  Mission  News 


Call  Jane  Dixon 


(415)  826-2320 


mm 


ARTBEAT  ^Francisco 

Art  Gallery  &  Gift  Shop 

3266  21st  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  643-8721  artbeatsf@juno.com 

An  Inter-Tribal  Arts  Space 


Tonatzin  de  Tepeyac 
La  Virgen  de  Guadalupe 

Thru  Dec.  18  th  with  PARTICIPATING  ARTISTS: 

AnaMorphic  •  Ricardo  Cartagena 
Jose  Ramdn  Lerma  •  Sean  Levon  Nash 
Michael  Roman  •  Judy  Starbuck 

Community  Reception 

Sunday,  Dec.  10th,  4  to  7pm 

Azteca  Ceremonial  Dancers, 

Consecration  of  the  Virgen's  Altar, 

Homage  Poetry  Reading,  Acoustic  Guitar 
Serenade  and  Lecture  Presentation: 

"The  Mystery  of  the  Virgen  de  Guadalupe" 
Bring  a  fresh  red  rose  to  place  on  her  altar 


December  24th,  6pm 
ArtBeat  Annual  Christmas  Hayride 

Children  with  adult  and  vice  versa 


^0^  dhejoteAlbaJk 


3285  -21st  Street  @  Valencia  • 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  &  vegetarian, 
frie;  &  onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  11am  to  10  pm 

•  •  •  285-5200 


Mention  this  ad  for  your 


Neighborhood  Discount ! ! 


When  friends  &  family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 

The  An dora  Inn  is  a  fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  bu#u  in  i875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  FraAciscols 
riahly  international  Mission  District, 

.  known  as  one- of  the  most  extiting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/caffes  and  exciting 
new  restaurants. 


Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 
•  Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
•  Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
•  Color  TV  with  Remote  &  VCR 

(Complmmtary  VuUo  StUcXkm) 

•  AM/FM  dock  Radios 
•  Free  Local  Calls 
•  Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 
•  Grand  Library  &  Tranquil  Ambiance 


Tours  are  Available  by  AppolniTn.ni 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1  (800)  967-9219 
Our  Fax  Is: 

(415)  282-2608 
Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndpgaSF6aol.com 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH  *$69TOS» 

DELUXE  ROOMS  &  SUITES  ’SWTOS199 

(Add  14%  hotel  ox) 

*  Discounted  Hates  for  Extended  Stats 

upon  wWhbiUydiU  act  whom  MaOca 
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Open  seven  days  a  week!  Secured  public  parking  across  the 
street,  MUNI,  BART,  bike  &  wheelchair  accessible. 
Serving  Noe  Valley,  Portrero  Hill  y  la  Mtston  smce  1996. 

10%  discount  to  CCSF  &  SFSU  students  with  l.D! 


STOP  THE  BOMBING!  U.S.  NAVY  OUT  OF  VIEQUES, 
PUERTO  RICO!  GIVE  US  BACK  OUR  PATRIAI 


J 


Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts 

End  of  Semester 
r«cita|  /  exhib'1 
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Sdurday  -  December  16, 2000 
3:00- 6:00pm 


2B68  Mbslon  Sheet.  Sen  Frcndsco,  CA  941 10 
(415)821-1155 
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Mexico/Frisco  -  Film  and  panel  discus¬ 
sion  (English/Spanish)  on  the  Mexican 
presence  in  San  Francisco  between  1920 
and  1950  with  music  by  Ignacio  Reyes  and 
his  trio.  Mission  Cultural  Center  2868 
Mission  Street,  6:30pm,  free.  Call  821- 
1155 

19th  Annual  Encuentro  del  Canto 
Popular  -  Part  one  of  this  two  day  Latin 
folkfest  features  protest  music  focused  on 
the  dot-colonization  of  the  Mission  with 
Dr.  Loco,  Pin  Thomas,  Los  Cenzontles 
and  others.  Come  early  and  shop  at  the 
“Los  Ties  Reyes  Magos”  craft  mercado 
and  chow  down  on  Central  American  and 
Puerto  Rican  comida.  Korinthias 
Community  Center  245  Valencia,  7pm, 
$10-15,.  CaU  648-1045. 

Wine  and  cheese  op  -  Local  artists  exhib¬ 
it  lots  of  good  stuff,  all  priced  under  $200. 
Show  mns  through  January  28.  City  Art 
Cooperative  Gallery  828  Valencia,  7pm, 
free.  Call  970-9900 

Creativity  Explored  Holiday  Sale 
Preview  -  This  annual  event  by  the  arts 
studio  for  disabled  adults  has  become 
extremely  popular  in  recent  years,  so  come 
early.  (Sale  runs  through  December  3. 
11am  -5pm)  Creativity  Explored  of  SF 
3245  16th  Street,  6pm,  free  admissioa 
Call  863-2108. 

2  ttTUMV 

El  Canto  Popular  Part  2-  Among  the 
featured  performers  are  John  Santos,  Los 
Mocosos  and  Loco  Bloco  with  spoken 
word  by  Leticia  Hernandez  and  others. 
Come  early  and  shop  at  the  “Los  Ties 
Reyes  Magos”  craft  mercado  and  chow 
down  on  Central  American  and  Puerto 
Rican  comida.  Korinthias  Community 
center  245  Valencia,  7pm,  $10-15,.  Call 
648-1045. 

The  Wheel  Deal  -  Take  a  bicycle  tour  of 
the  city’s  bicycle  lanes  and  see  how  much 
has  been  done  and  is  left  to  be  done  in  cre¬ 
ating  a  true  two  wheel  transit  network. 
Meet  at  JFK  Drive  and  6th  Avenue  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  10am,  free.  Call  431- 
2453.  And  don’t  forget  to  bring  a  bike. 

3  WNMlV 

Chamber  made  —  The  Noe  Valley 
Chamber  Music  series  presents  classical 
guitarists  Lawrence  Ferrara  and  Tom 
Leisek.  Noe  Valley  Ministry  1021 
Sanchez ,  4pm,  $12.  Call  528-8433. 

Thnes  in  the  afternoon  -  Jazz  music  with 
original  compositions  by  Community 
Music  Center  folks  and  flamenco/Latin 
music  bv  Potinge  take  off  the  winter  chill. 


communities.  Casa  Bonampak  3331  24th 
Street,  5:45  pm,  free.  CaU  642-4079 

Art,  not  cat  food  -  Reception  for  “9 
Lives”  a  group  show  featuring  Ben 
Dominguez,  Mario  Joel  and  seven  others 
cool  cats  and  kitties.  Music  by  Mr.  Lucky. 
SOMARTS  Cultural  Center  934  Brannan, 
4pm,  free.  CaU  552-2131 


Community  Music  Center  544  Capp  street, 
3pm,  free.  CaU  647-6015. 

Sprocketheadbangers  ball  —  Bicycle 
folks  party  down  at  their  annual  Winter 
Festival  and  Auction  with  food,  drink, 
local  celebrities  such  Mary  Brown  (no 
relation  to  WiUie),  stunt  bicycle  perfor¬ 
mances  and  the  latest  in  bicycle  gear.  AU 
proceeds  benefit  the  SF  Bicycle  Coalition. 
SOMARTS  GaUery  934  Brannan,  5-1  lpm, 
free  to  SFBC  members  ,  $20  to  join  at  the 
door.  CaU  431- 2453. 

4  MtKMY 

The  Health  Department  has  a  plan  -  San 
Francisco  residents  are  invited  to  attend  a 
town  haU  meeting  to  review  the  SF 
Department  of  Public  Health’s  Strategic 
Plan  The  plan  came  about  through  a  series 
of  immunity  meetings  regarding  service 
needs  and  priorities  earlier  this  year. 
Department  of  PubUc  Health  101  Grove 
Street  Room  300,  5:30pm  to  7pm.  CaU 
554-2627  or  go  to  www. dph.sf.ca.us/strat- 
plan. 

Mission  Holiday  Magic  -  The  Mission’s 
biggest  benefit  of  the  season  benefits  local 
toy  drives.  Entertainment  by  Boca  del  Rio 
are!  hor  d’  oeuvres  by  Foreign  Cinema. 
Sponsored  by  Mission  Merchants 
Association  and  the  Multicultural 
Foundation  for  Science  and  Technology. 
Foreign  Cinema  2534  Mission,  6-9pm, 
$25  and  up.  CaU  282-5869. 
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Talkin’  guitar  -  Performance  and  discus¬ 
sion  by  classical  guitarist  Manuel 
Banueco.  Community  Music  Center  544 
Capp  Street,  5:30pm,  free.  CaU  647-6015. 
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A  mouthful  -  Contributors  to  Word  of 
Mouth:  An  Anthology  of  Gay  American 
Poetry  including  Dan  BeUem,  Justin  Chin 
and  Thom  Gunn  read  their  work.  Modem 
Times  Books  888  Valencia,  7:30pm,  free. 
CaU  282-9246. 
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Monster  mash  -  Opening  reception  for 
“My  Own  Private  Monsters”  in  which  a 
fistful  of  painters  expose  their  personal 
demons  on  canvas.  Show  runs  through 
December  24,.  Balazo/Mission  Badlands 
GaUery  2811  Mission  Street,  8pm,  $3-5. 
CaU  920-0896. 

German  mirage  -  The  Mirage  Chamber 
Ensemble  presents  a  night  of  firsts:  first 
works  by  German  composers  (Schubert, 
Spohr,  Lacner,  Herrmann  and  Mozart)  for 
soprano,  clarinet  and  piano.  St.  Matthew’s 
Lutheran  Church  3281  16th  Street,  8pm, 
$12.  CaU  (510)  444-3595. 
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Kissable  Custer  -  Beth  Custer’s  quintet 
performs  songs  from  their  new  CD  Dona 
Luz  30  Be sos,  original  work  and  covers  of 
Manu  Chao  and  Aterciopelado.  Bruno’s 
2389  Mission,  9:30  Allpm,  $7.  CaU  648- 
7600 

Marcus  among  us  -  The  nationally  recog¬ 
nized  13 -piece  Marcus  Shelby  Jazz 
Orchestra  performs  original  compositions 
based  on  Howard  Korder’s  play  The. 
Lights”.  Intersection  for  the  Aits  446 
Valencia  Street,  8pm,  $12-15.  CaU  626- 
3311. 

Super  Zap  -  Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano 
reports  on  his  September  journey  to 
Chiapas  where  he  met  with  Zapatista 
pohtical  prisoners  and  visited  refugee 


annual  Naughty  Santas’  Black  Market,  an 
anti-Xmas  fair,  featuring  thequintessen- 
tiaUy  naughty  Devilettes,  Brian  Lease’s 
Burlesque  Music,  food,  drink  and  100 
drunken  Santa  Clauses.  SOMARTS 
GaUery  934  Brannan,  3pm  -  midnight,  $5 
before,  $10  after  5.  CaU  695-9100  ext.2. 
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Ivory  tickled  here  -  Marie  Schiano  plays 
classical  piano  and  does  it  weU.  Bird  & 
Beckett  Books  &  Records  2788  Diamond, 
3pm,  free.  Call  586-3733 

Winter  concert  -  Director  Shirley  Wong 
Frenlzel  presents  a  free  afternoon  of 
Dowlan,  Monteverdi,  Haydn,  Pretorius, 
PurceU  and  a  medley  of  klezmer  music. 
Community  Music  Center  544Capp  Street, 
4pm.  CaU  647-6015. 
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In  the  peligroso  zone  -  Documentary  film 
(Vieques:  Between  Suffering  and  Hope) 
and  theatrical  presentation  (Paz  Bomba) 
about  the  struggle  of  the  people  of  Vieques 
Puerto  Rico  to  reclaim  their  community 
from  the  US  nulitary.  Mission  Cultural 
Center  2686  Mission  Street,  7pm,  dona¬ 
tion.  CaU  821-1151 
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Out  in  the  cold  -  The  CoaUtion  on 
Homelessness  will  protest  the  negligence 
of  the  City  in  regard  to  persons  with  men¬ 
tal  health  treatment  needs.  Civic  Center 
Plaza ,  2pm.  CaU  346-3740 


Guest  stars  -  Two  early  one  act  plays. 

Port  and  The  Office  and  a  contemporary 
work  -  Often,  a  commentary  on  dot-com 
culture,  by  the  eighty  year-old  playwright 
Barbara  Guest  make  for  a  fuU  evening  of 
theater.  California  CoUege  of  Arts  and 
Crafts  1111  Eighth,  7:30pm,  $5.  CaU  703-  H  WFENFM/ 
9278. 


Sex  sex  and  more  sex  -  A  sampling  of 
lascivious  and  comic  but  also  pc  and  Uter- 
ate  monologues  from  The  Erotica  Project 
are  performed  by  the  writers  of  same. 
Soon  to  be  a  major  dirty  book.  Intersection 
for  the  Arts  446  Valencia,  8pm,  $5.  CaU 
626-2787. 


Three  of  a  kind  (but  what  kind?)  -  Three 
song  singer/  writers,  Virgil  Shaw  of 
Dieselhead,  Caroleen  Beatty  of  Waycross 
and  Sonny  Smith  of  Sonny  Smith  do  solos. 
Noe  VaUey  Ministry  1021  Sanchez  , 
8:15pm,  $10.  CaU  454-5238. 
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Ward  writes  good  like  Winston  should  - 
The  author  of  numerous  books  on  Native 
Americans,  Ward  Churchill,  gives  an 
update  on  the  case  of  Leonard  Peltier.  New 

CoUege  Cultural  Center  755  Valencia, 
7pm,  free.  Call  648-8472. 

No  saints  these  Santas  -  The  erotic,  the 
exotic  and  the  just  plain  weird  in  the  way 
of  arts  and  crafts  are  all  for  sale  at  the  5th 


Queerly  revolting  -  Queer  youth  contrib¬ 
utors  to  Revolutionary  Voices,  an  antholo¬ 
gy  of  poetry  and  stories  about  growing  up 
gay,  celebrate  their  book’s  release  with  a 
reading.  Modem  Times  Books  888 
Valencia,  7:30pm,  free.  Call  282-9246. 

Clearly  reading  -  Joseph  Sutton  reads 
from  his  new  novel  Morning  Page.  Bird 
and  Beckett  Books  and  Records  2788 
Diamond ,  7:30pm, 'free.  CaU  586-3733 
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Belly  up  to  the  bar  -  It’s  Arabian  Nights 
Night  with  Arabian  music  and  free  belly 
dancing  classes  at  9pm  and  a  special  per¬ 
formance  by  Amira  at  11pm. 
Mediterranean  food  is  just  $5  and  pool  is 
free  from  7pm  to  2am.  El  Rio  3158 
Mission  Street.  CaU  282-3325 


The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

'Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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Explorers  Club  -  Opening  reception  for 
art  work  by  disabled  adults  from  the 
Creativity  Explored  program  .  Mission 
Cultural  Center  2686  Mission  Street,  6pm, 
$3.  Call  821-1155. 

Wild  Thing  -  Gash  is  Tracey 
MacCullion’s  punk  tinged  trance  flick 
about  a  young  girl  from  an  abusive  family 
going  feral  on  the  streets  of  Boston  with 
the  sexually  aggressive  set  The  filmmaker 
will  attend.  Yerba  Buena  Center  701 
Mission ,  8pm.  Call  978-ARTS. 
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Vino  y  queso  opportunidad  -  Mission 
Cultural  Center  holds  a  reception  for  the 
end  of  the  semester  exhibition  of  visual 
arts,  multimedia  and  photography  by 
instructors  and  students.  Mission  Cultural 
center  2868  Mission  Street,  2pm,  free.  Call 
821-1151 

Solstice  Fair  &  Cabaret  -  Today  and 
tomorrow  buy  hand  made  puppets,  mural 
magnets,  sculpture,  herbal  jams  and  other 
wares  by  local  artists  then  come  back 
Saturday  for  a  cabaret  performance  begin¬ 
ning  at  8pm.  CELLspace  2050  Bryant,  fair 
10am  -  6pm,  free;  cabaret  8-midnight, 
$10-15.  Call  648-7562. 

Posada  and  Pastorela  -  Holiday  celebra¬ 
tion  for  families  and  children  with  activi¬ 
ties  for  all  ages;  includes  arts  and  crafts, 
piflatas,  gift  giveaway,  food,  a  play  by 
Teatro  de  la  Esperanza  and  music.  Institute 
Familiar  de  la  Raza  2919  Mission  Street, 
12pm  (promptly),,  free.  Call  647-4141. 

Night-light  -  Passion  2000:  A  Winter 
Solstice  Celebration  is  an  original  dance 
theater  work  by  the  Eclipse  company,  an 
evening  (the  year’s  longest)  of  story¬ 
telling,  spiritual  transcendence  and  recon¬ 
nection  to  the  earth.  Passion  is  at  8pm  and 
followed  by  a  healing  ritual  and  drumming 
circle  at  9pm  (bring  a  drum).  Dance 
Mission  3316  24th  Street,  $15-20.  Call 
826-4401 
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Little  red  open  house  -  Radical  Women 
including  radical  poets  and  musicians  toast 
the  highlights  of  year  2000  and  take  a  look 
at  what’s  ahead  in  2001.  Everyone’s  invit¬ 
ed  to  bring  a  favorite  song  to  sing  or  poem 
to  read.  New  Valencia  Hall  1908  Mission 
Street,  12-5pm,  event  free,  hearty  appetiz¬ 
er  spread  $6.50.  Call  864-1278. 

Kids’  holiday  party  (opera  included)  - 
Ina  Chalis  Opera  Ensemble  performs 
Amahl  and  the  Night  Visitors,  plus  songs 
by  the  San  Francisco  Children’s  Chorus 
and  a  visit  from  Santa.  Community  Music 
Center  544  Capp,  11:30pm,  free.  Call  647- 
6015. 
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Night-light  -  Passion  2000:  A  Winter 
Solstice  Celebration  is  an  original  dance 
theater  work  by  the  Eclipse  company,  an 
evening  (the  year’s  longest)  of  story¬ 
telling,  spiritual  transcendence  and  recon¬ 
nection  to  the  earth.  Passion  is  at  7:30pm 
and  followed  by  a  guest  artist  performance 
at  8:30pm  and  healing  ritual  and  Winter 
Solstice  dance  party  at  9pm,  Dance 


C  d&itCuUtiMl 

NOCTURNAL  MON-SAT  7  30  TO  ROUND  MIDNIGHT 


Mission  3316  24th  Street,  $15-20.  Call 
826-4401 
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Club  Nzinga  —  Free  oysters  on  the  half 
shell  from  5  to  7pm,  World  Beat  dance 
party  with  Dj  Jose  Ruiz  at  9pm,  $7.  El  Rio 
3158  Mission  Street.  Call  282-3325 

Feed  the  Haight  -  Dj’s  Corey  Black  and 
Geoff  spin  house  and  Ultra  Gypsy  per¬ 
forms  live  in  a  benefit  for  the  Haight 
Ashbury  Free  Food  Program.  El  Rio  3158 
Mission  Street,  5pm-7:  30  cocktail  party, 
reception,  party  and  dance  7:30  -2am,  $5 
w/  can  of  corn,  yams  or  string  beans,  $10- 
12  w/o.  Call  282-3325 
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Got  religion?  -  If  not  you  could  easily 
catch  it  from  these  performances  of  the 
Oakland  Interfaith  Gospel  Ensemble,. 
Slim’s  333  Eleventh  Street,  7 and  9:30pm 
$15.  Call  255-0333. 
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Relax,  enjoy,  and  celebrate. 
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Mission  Magic  Mystery  Tour  -  The  leg¬ 
endary  Culture  Clash  previews  its  newest 
work ,  which  looks  at  the  gentrification  of 
the  Mission.  Visuals  by  filmmaker 
Lourdes  Portillo.  World  premiere.  Brava 
Theater  2781  24th  Street,  8pm  Call  641- 
7657. 

Poseidon’s  angels  -  Irwin  Allen’s  most 
successful  disaster  movie  7he  Poseidon 
Adventure  rides  again  with  in  person 
appearances  by  stars  of  the  1972  epic, 
Carol  Lynley  and  Stella  Stevens  and  “par¬ 
ticipation’’  by  Shelley  Winters.  Also  the 
Synchronized  Swimming  Shelley’s  will 
make  their  debut.  Castro  Theater  429 
Castro,  7pm  $25  (partial  proceeds  go  to 
PAWS).  Call  863-0611. 
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Ludwig  rocks  -  Conductor  Urs 
Leonhardt  and  the  Community  Music 
Center  Orchestra  present  the  10th 
Anniversary  performance  of  Beethoven’s 
Ninth  Symphony  (with  chorale).  Mission 
Presbyterian  Church  3261  23rd  Street, 
8pm  free.  Call  647-6015. 
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Ludwig  rocks  elsewhere  -  Conductor  Urs 
Leonhardt  and  the  Community  Music 
Center  Orchestra  presents  the  10th 
Anniversary  performance  of  Beethoven’s 
Ninth  Symphony,  (with  chorale).  Calvary 
Presbyterian  Church  Fillmore  at  Jackson, 
December  31  9:30pm  January  1  4pm 
$10-20.  Call  647-6015 
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The  Velveteen  Rabbit  -  Holiday  classic 
follows  the  adventures  of  a  stuffed  rabbit 
trying  to  make  it  real.  Yerba  Buena  Center 
for  the  Arts,  700  Howard  @  3rd  St,  runs 
tol2/10,  $12-37.  Call  978-2787  for  show 
times. 


References  to  Salvador  Dali  Make  Me 
Hot  -  In  Barstow,  Gabncla  slips  into  a 
dream  world  as  she  awaits  the  return  of  her 
husband  When  he  does  return  she  tries  to 
draw  him  into  her  surreal  world  to  rekindle 
their  love.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  Thursdays  &  Sundays  8pm  runs 
to  12/10,  $9-15.  Call  626-3311. 

Great  Religions  of  America  -  Lots  of  sex, 
drugs  and  fashion  (and  some  Satan)  but 
not  much  religion  in  this  75-minute  no- 
intermission  evil  comedy  in  which  four 
desperate  characters  battle  it  out  in  the 
waiting  room  of  a  corporate  mediation 
firm  Written  and  performed  by  Frank 
Wortham  ( House  of  Lucky).  The  Marsh, 
1062  Valencia,  Thursdays  &  Saturdays 
8pm,  $10-15,  runs  12/1-12/16.  Call  826- 
5750  or  got  to  . 


Panic  -  A  hit  man  played  by  Bill  Macy  ( 
Fargo)  undergoes  a  midlife  crisis  that  may 
or  may  not  be  resolved  by  hooking  up  with 
a  younger  but  bipolar  woman  (  Neve 
Campbell).  Roxie  Cinema  3117  16th 
Street,  Decemberl-14,  nightly  at  6,  8,  & 
10,  Sat.,  Sun.  and  Wed.  matinees  at  2  &  4, 
$7.  Call  863-1087 

Sunday  on  the  Rocks  -  Theresa  Rebeck’s 
play  is  the  story  of  four  women  dealing 
with  life  by  applying  generous  portions  of 
scotch.  Theater  Rhinoceros  2926  16th 
Street  Thur-Sat  thru  12/16,  $15.  Call  861- 
5079. 


The  Little  Sweep  -  Benjamin  Britten’s 
45-minute  opera  tells  the  tale  of  Sam  who 
is  sold  by  in  to  chimney  sweep  servitude 
and  includes  sing-along  participation  by 
the  audience.  Goat  Hall  400  Missouri 
Street,  Fri,  Sat  and  Sun.  thru  December  10, 
Fri  &  Sat  at  8,  Sun  at  2,  $8-15,.  Call  289- 
6877. 

Joe  Louis  Blues  -  In  1942  boxer  Joe 
Louis  and  various  characters  in  a  Harlem 
jazz  club  get  and  sing  the  blues.  Thick 
House  1695  18th  Street,  Thru  December 
10,  Thurs-Sun  at  8pm,  $10-20.  Call  401- 
8081. 


Panic  -  A  hit  man  played  by  Bill  Macy  ( 
Fargo)  undergoes  a  midlife  crisis  that  may 
or  may  not  be  resolved  by  hooking  up  with 
a  younger  but  bipolar  woman  (  Neve 
Campbell).  Roxie  Cinema  3117  16th 
Street,  Decemberl-14,  nightly  at  6,  8,  & 
10,  Sat,  Sun.  and  Wed.  matinees  at  2  &  4, 
$7.  Call  863-1087 

Celebration  of  Craftswomen  -  The 
nation’s  largest  juried  women’s  craft  fair 
with  270  participating  artisans  benefits  the 
San  Francisco  Women’s  Building  .  The 
fair  includes  a  gourmet  food  section  , 
silent  auction  and  benefit  raffle.  Herbst 
Pavilion  of  Fort  Mason,  December  2-3  & 
9-10,  10am  to  6pm.,  $7.  (two  day  pass 


$10).  Call  383-3470  or  go  to 
www.proeventusa.com 

CaveWoman  2000  -  The  10th  Century 
rituals  of  yogini  women,  often  held  in 
caves  and  said  to  be  capable  of  raising  the 


dead  and  transforming  towns  and  villages, 
are  recreated  in  this  dance  theater  work  in 
the  hopes  the  studio  space  in  which  it  is 
performed  will  be  spared  the  evictioncr’s 
axe.  Dance  Mission  Theater  3316  24th 
Street,  Thru  December  10,  Fr  &  Sat  at  8, 
Sun  at  6,  $15-17.  Call  826-4401 

Helen  -  A  Book  of  Hours  -  Mexico’s 
Recogimento  Beten  began  in  1783  as  a 
sanctuary  for  single  women  and  evolved 
into  a  nasty  violent  prison  Actors,  music, 
poetry  and  visual  projection  tell  the  tale  in 
the  form  of  a  medieval  prayer  book.  Brava 
Theater  center  2789  24th  Street, 
December  6-17,  Wed-Sun  at  8pm  (matinee 
December  10  at  4pm),  $18-28.  Call  392- 
4400 

One  Fell  Swoop  (  The  Art  of 
Skateboarding)  -  This  is  the  first  work 
choreographed  for  both  dance  and  skate¬ 
board  and  includes  five  dancers  and  three 
skateboarders  Theater  Artaud  450  Florida 
Street,  December  7-17,  Fri  and  Sat  8pm, 
Sun  5pm,  $15-20.  Call  821-7797. 

The  Mission  Is  Not  Impossible  -  Peter 
Whitehead’s  tribute  to  our  beloved  ‘hood 
is  performed  on  20  one  of  a  kind  hand 
made  instruments  including  a  musical  cac¬ 
tus  and  lawn  lyre.  ODC  Theater  3153  17th 
Street,  December  7-9, 8pm  $12.  Call  863- 
9834 

Moneda/  Fir  eke  art  -  Two  one  act  plays 
by  Karen  Arm  Owen.  Moneda  about  the 
final  hours  of  Salvador  Ailende,  Fire  heart 
is  the  story  of  a  15th  Century  feminist’s 
defiance  of  the  Spanish  Inquisition 
Mission  Cultural  Center  2868  Mission 
Street,  December  8,  9,15,  22  &23.  Call 
510-758-5407 

A  Karen  Carpenter  Christmas  -The 
“Miracle  on  Valencia  Street”  camp  classic 
returns  and  once  again  KC  discovers  the 
meaning  of  Christmas  through  the  magic 
of  Carpenter  tunes.  The  Marsh  1062 
Valencia  Street,  December  19-23  &  26-29, 
8pm,  $17.  Call  826-5750 


Queer  Trips 

Low-budget  travel  —  for 

the  t-g-b-r  community  and  their  friends 


Feb.  17&I8 


-  Lake  Tahoe  Ski  Weekend 

Jan.  19-21 

-  Bear  Valley  Ski  Weekend 
%\& 

-  Harbin  Hot  Springs  a  Winetasting 

$69  Sun.  Mar.  18 

■  Big  Sur  /  Monterey  Weekend 
Apr.  14&15 


Stanislaus  River  Rafting  i 
^§9  Sun.  May  20 


Luxury  touring  van 
Small  groups  (6-12) 
Budget  prices 


Find  out  more  at: 

SJvantours.com 

Or  call  Phil  @  (415)  587-1053 


1109  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  •  824-7559 

valinicia 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


•women-owned  and  operated  -friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


Good 

Vibrations 


San  Francisco 
1 2 10  Valencia  Street 

(415)  974-8980 

Open  Sun.-Thurs.  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


Berkeley 

2504  San  Pablo  Ave. 

(510)  841-8987 


www.goodvibes.com 


I -800-BUY-VIBE 
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VALEtf CXA  ST  MUSCLE 

“SF’s  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym  ” 


626-8560  OR  WWW.VAlENqASTRE™OSOE.CO^ 

_ Offer  expires  1/1/01 


A  free-market  solution  to  displacement 


It  is  very  indicative  of  the  liberal 
media’s  deep-seated  biases  that  their 
coverage  of  the  Mission  has  focused 
only  on  the  purported  problems  caused  by 
“displacement”  and  “gentrification,” 
while  entirely  ignoring  the  many  ways  in 
which  these  long-overdue  demographic 
changes  actually  benefit  the  poor. 

For  every  time  the  local  papers  run  a 
sob-piece  bewailing  the  eviction  of  some 
doting  dodderer  by  a  greedy  landlord, 
another  story  goes  unreported:  a  story  of 
the  rediscovery  of  old-fashioned,  multi- 
generational  family  life,  as  Grandma 
comes  to  spend  her  twilight  years  with  her 
loving  children  and  grandchildren  in  their 
little  house  in  Oakland  or  Daly  city;  or  a 
story  of  new  beginnings  and  new  friend¬ 
ships,  as  the  gruff  old  soldier  finally  aban¬ 
dons  his  lonely,  rent-controlled  apartment 
for  the  warmth  and  companionship  of  the 
Veterans’  Hospital  geriatric  ward. 


sophisticated  luxury  automobiles  of  the 
neighborhood’s  new  residents. 

The  beauty  of  this  free-market  solu¬ 
tion  to  the  problem  of  displacement  is  that 
it  implies,  as  President-Elect  Bush  would 
say,  a  trust  in  the  people  rather  than  the 
government,  bringing  us  together  and 
empowering  us — rich  and  poor — to  make 
a  difference  in  each  other’s  lives:  it  goes 
without  saying  that  interaction  with 
thought-leaders  like  myself  provides  a  sig¬ 
nificant  value-add  to  the  humble  exis¬ 
tences  of  those  who  serve  us. 

But  what  should  not  be  forgotten  is 
how  spiritually  rewarding  this  mutual 
exposure  can  be,  in  turn,  to  those  of  us 
who  employ  these  uprooted  proles,  chal¬ 
lenging  us  to  renew  in  ourselves  such  core 
values  as  tolerance  and  compassion. 
Indeed,  since  hiring  a  cleaning-lady,  I  have 
come  to  understand  that  what  unites  us  is 
far  more  important  than  what  divides  us. 


American  Classics 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 

vj/  Vd 

Remedies] 

1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 

415/826-2026 


www. bradcochair . com 
www.mainecottage . com 


But  even  if  displacement  is  a  problem, 
it  is  one  which  will  be  solved  not  by  rent 
control,  growth  restrictions  and  other  big- 
government  schemes,  but  by  deferring  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  free  market.  San 
Francisco’s  evicted  underclasses  simply 
must  learn  to  leverage  the  opportunities 
which  that  market  provides — not  least,  the 
opportunity  presented  by  the  unjustly 
maligned  “digital  divide,”  that  growing 
gap  in  income  and  assets  between  the 
high-tech  elite  and  those  too  stupid  or  lazy 
to  have  shared  in  the  spoils  of  the  Internet 
revolution. 

For  as  this  divide  widens,  it  becomes 
ever  more  financially  feasible  for  busy 
young  digerati  to  hire  the  analog  classes  as 
domestic  help.  Which,  of  course,  means 
that  any  displaced  proletarian  unafraid  of  a 
good  day’s  work  can  once  again  become  a 
member  of  the  Mission  community,  com¬ 
muting  in  daily  to  vacuum,  dust,  clean  and 
polish  the  tasteful  live/work  lofts  and 


Although  I  make  more  in  an  hour  than 
she  earns  in  a  week,  it  is  clear  that  this  lit¬ 
tle  woman’s  satisfaction  at  completing  her 
chores  and  receiving  her  meager  wages  is 
really  not  very  different  from  the  glow  of 
accomplishment  and  pride  in  a  good  day’s 
work  that  I  feel  when  I  have  successfully 
shorted  a  stock,  or  executed  on  a  visionary 
downsizing  initiative. 

And  so,  at  a  time  when  our  nation  and 
our  neighborhood  are  facing  unprecedent¬ 
ed  divisions,  I  would  encourage  my  fellow 
professionals  to  help  the  healing  process 
by  hiring  themselves  a  servant  or  two. 
And,  as  Christmas  approaches,  let  us  not 
forget  to  bring  some  seasonal  cheer  to 
these  people  who  every  day  shine  our 
shoes,  scrub  our  toilets  and  empty  our 
trash.  For  so  touched  have  I  been  by  the 
realization  of  our  shared  humanity  that  I 
went  to  Amazoacom  and  bought  my  maid 
a  gift:  a  copy  of  one  of  my  favorite  books, 
The  Fountainhead,  which  will  doubtless 
help  pass  the  time  on  her  long  BART  ride 
from  the  East  Bay. 


S  3422  25th  Street  (off  Mission) . 
O  41 5 *920 *8964 


Open  11:30am  to  8pm  Mon-Sat 
www.fhumbsupmarbles.com 
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ONE.  BEDROOM  APTS  $1350  TO  $1600 


NIMBLE  MW 

CALL  NOW !!  GOING  FAST!! 


•  Pets 

•  Laundry 

•  Elevators 

•  Indoor  Parking 

•  Central  Courtyard 

•  Modern  Appliances 

•  Section  8,Vouchers  Welcome 


415-252-1333  •  286  Valencia  at  14th,  San  Francisco 


Face  It,  Your  Gym  Sucks 


One 

Week >. 
FREE- 


•LOCAL  RESIDENTS 
ONLY 

333  VALENCIA  ST.  (near  w-th  stj 

b2fe-B3<>0  OR  \AWW.V/^ASTREET1WJSaL00^  cxp,res  1/1/01 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  K  SERVICE 


2793  16th  Street 

Between  Folsom  and  Harrison 

431-0255 


10%  Off 
4  with  this  Ad! 


-  OPEN  FOR  DINNER  _ 

% 

Sunday  ^  5:00  pm  to  10:00  pm 

Monday  *  -  Closed 

Tuesday -Thursday  5:30  pm  to  10:30  pm 
Friday  &  Saturday  5:30  pm  to  11.-00  pm 

1007  V2  Valencia  Street  @  21st  Street 

Telephone  (415)642-3470  Fax (415)642-3471 

v  . 
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THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE 

■Reliable,  clean  vehicles  "Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
■Locally  owned  &  Family  Operated  ■  Open  7  days  a  week 


r/ . 


r/ 


(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


ff 


Free  pick  up  in 

the  Mission! 


•• 


Lanza  •  Redken  •  Nioxin  •  Joico  •  Bain  de  Terre  •  Graham  Webb  •  •  •  • 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


HAPPY  HOLIDAYS! 


Cuts  &  Styling  •  Color  •  highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  <£  Men 


3166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9430 


CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

FREE  PICK-UP  OF  USED  MOTOR 
OIL,  OIL  FILTERS  AND  LATEX  PAINT 

RECOLECCION  GRATUITA  DE  ACEITE  DE 
MOTOR  USADO,  FILTROS  DE  ACEITE, 

Y  PINTURA  LATEX 


Call  i-8ocpHHW-PKUP  Llame  al  i-Boo-HHW- 
(i-8oo_A49”7587)  PKUP  para  solicitar  la 

for  FREE  pick-up.  A  recoleccion  gratuita. 

4  Recycle  used  motor  oil  WW  6  Recicle  el  aceite  de  motor 

in  a  secured  container.  \  usado  en  un  envase  cerrado. 

4-  •  _  4  Deie  escurrir  el  filtro  de 

Drain  your  oil  filter 

overnight  and  place  it  in 

a  leak-proof  plastic  bag. 

4  Leave  latex  paint  in  the 
original  can. 

4  Call  1-800-449-7587  to 
schedule  your  pick-up. 


aceite  durante  toda  la  noche 
y  pongalo  en  una  bolsa  de 
pitistico  hermetica. 

4  Deje  la  pintura  latex  en  su 
lata  original. 

4  Llame  al  1-800-449-7587 
para  obtener  un  horario  de 
coleccidn. 


Remember  to  leave  your  materials 
outside  on  the  day  of  the  pick-up. 
You  don't  have  to  be  home  at  the  time 
of  collection.  You  can  recycle  up  to  5 
gallons  of  used  motor  oil  and  7  gallons 
of  latex  paint  per  pick-up. 


No  se  olvide  de  dejar  estos  materials 
afuera  el  dia  de  la  recoleccion.  No  es  nece- 
sario  que  usted  este  en  casa  en  el  momento 
de  la  recoleccion.  En  cada  recoleccion, 
puede  recidar  hasta  5  galones  de  aceite  de 
motor  usado  y  7  galones  de  pintura  latex. 


SFHazwaste.org 


This  service  is  available  to  all  residents  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Este  servicio  esta  disponible  a  todos  los 
residentes  de  la  Ciudad  y  el  Condado 
de  San  Francisco. 

funded  by  the  Sen  francisco  Hizaraous  Waste  Management  Program  (415)  554-4333. 
through  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board. 


RECYCLE 
USED  OIL 


Isa#® 


Luxury  lofts  are  slated  for  this  pivotal  property. 

Luxury  lofts  proposed  for  key  Site 

The  empty  lot  at  16th  and  Harrison  Streets 
is  finally  coming  in  front  of  the  Planning 
Commission  December  14th,  for  a  public 
hearing  on  the  latest  in  a  long  string  of 
development  proposals.  This  one  is  for  a 
mixed  live/work  and  retail  project  At  the 
request  of  the  community,  this  site  was  the 
focus  of  the  original  Industrial  Protection 
Zone  established  in  the  Northeast  Mission 
in  1994,  after  two  years  of  meetings  under 
the  auspices  of  a  rezoning  effort.  It  is  now 
at  the  center  of  the  San  Francisco  devel¬ 
opment  boom. 

The  proposal  before  us  is  a  reincarna¬ 
tion  of  the  original  scheme  of  live/work 
units  with  retail/office  along  the  Harrison 
Street  facade.  Opponents  of  the  project 
have  requested  the  site  be  considered  for 
public  acquisition  as  a  public  plaza  remi¬ 
niscent  of  Latin  American  countries, 
where  events  and  mercados  are  staged. 
Each  year  our  Carnival  celebration  takes 
place  on  the  adjacent  streets,  and  many 
residents  feel  the  community  would  bene¬ 
fit  if  the  main  stage  were  on  this  terraced 


Photo  by  Judy  West 

land  surrounded  by  architecturally  signifi¬ 
cant  buildings. 

This  site  may  represent  the  best 
opportunity  the  Mission  has  to  secure 
some  input  on  the  development  plans  for 
such  a  large  and  strategic  parcel  of  real 
estate.  This  project  has  been  in  the  works 
since  1997  and  has  been  the  focus  of 
land-use  debates  for  many  years. 

As  South  of  Market  and  Mission  Bay 
are  transformed  into  the  City’s  new  com¬ 
mercial  hubs,  16th  Street  will  become  a 
grand  boulevard  linking  the  western  and 
eastern  parts  of  the  City.  Harrison  Street 
has  already  become  a  major  gateway  to  the 
Mission  from  South  of  Market.  This  inter¬ 
section  will  play  a  key  roll  in  how  this  area 
integrates  with  the  rest  of  the  City  and 
some  real  community  planning  is  justified 
here. 

Write,  fax  or  phone  the  Planning 
Commission  before  the  public  meeting 
and/or  attend  the  hearing  Dec  14th  at  City 
Hall. 


St.  Luke’s  Hospital  Gets  Hispanic 
Chamber  Award 

At  the  San  Francisco  Hispanic  Chamber  of 
Commerce  16th  Annual  Awards 
Ceremony  held  last  month  at  the  Veteran  s 
Building,  SL  Luke’s  Hospital  received  the 
Suefios  y  Exitos  2000  Community 
Advocate  Award.  St.  Luke’s  serves  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Mission  and  a  number  of  other 
neighborhoods  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
tie  city  and  40%  of  the  patients  seen  at  the 
hospital  are  Latino. 

The  award  was  given  in  recognition  of 
several  St  Luke’s  programs  that  are  of  spe¬ 
cial  service  to  the  Latino  community. 
Among  these  are: 

Latina  Breast  Health  Screening  - 

This  service  is  provided  to  the  friends  and 


family  of  the  students  of  San  Francisco 
State  University. 

Diabetes  Center  -  One  of  only  two 
educational  programs  recognized  by  the 
American  Diabetes  Society,  the  Center  uti¬ 
lizes  a  bilingual  Latino  Outreach 
Committee. 

Interagency  Lifeline  Collaborative 
-  Along  with  other  public  and  private 
organizations  that  work  with  the  Good 
Samaritan  Family  Resource  Center,  St 
Luke’s  provides  focused  health  care  ser¬ 
vices  for  Central  and  Latin  American 
immigrants. 

St  Luke’s  and  the  Hispanic  Chamber 
have  also  woiked  in  cooperation  with  Blue 
Cross  of  California  to 'create  a  discounted 
health  care  package  for  Latino  small  busi- 
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ness  owners  and  their  employees.  The  pro-  discount  on  their  workers’  compensation 
gram  offers  a  10%  discount  on  their  med-  premium.  Even  business  owners  with 
ical  insurance  premium  as  well  as  a  10%  small  two  person  shops  are  eligible. 


■ — ~T"3WM 
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If  things  go  as  planned,  this  Capp  Street  building  will  be  home  for  the  Neighborhood  Resource 
Center 


Neighborhood  Resource  Center 
may  have  found  a  home 

Supporters  of  the  Neighborhood 
Resources  Center,  a  multi-service  program 
to  deal  with  the  North  Mission’s  hard  core 
street  population,  finally  got  some  good 
news  last  month  when  a  key  city  commis¬ 
sion  approved  leasing  a  site  less  than  a 
block  away  from  the  epicenter  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  at  16th  and  Mission.  The  Human 
Services  Commission  gave  its  approval  to 
putting  the  Resource  Center  at  the  now 
vacant  building  at  165  Capp  Street  This  is 
in  line  with  the  rational  of  the  Center  to 
put  the  services  where  the  problem  is. 
Final  approval  is  expected  from  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  in  December. 

Tie  idea  for  the  Resource  Center 
originated  in  a  town  hall  community  meet¬ 
ing  held  last  year.  In  February,  the  former 
Kragen  Auto  Supply  store  at  16th  and 
Mission  was  proposed  for  the  site  but 
objections  from  parents  and  teachers  at 
nearby  Marshall  School  convinced  the 


project  sponsor,  the  SF  Social  Services 
Department,  to  look  for  another  location. 
Since  then  the  Resource  Center,  although 
fully  funded,  has  been  in  limbo. 

Solid  support  from  residents,  busi¬ 
nesses  in  the  area  such  as  Ti-Couz 
Restaurant  and  Quan  Yin  Healing  Arts 
Center,  and  the  North  Mission/ 16th  Street 
Neighborhood  Association  has  kept  the 

effort  alive  this  long.  There  has  been  some 
opposition  to  the  Resource  Center  by  those 
who  feel  it  will  bring  even  more  people 
with  substance  abuse  and  mental  health 
problems  into  the  area.  But  at  the  public 
meetings  held  so  far  on  the  issue  the  pre¬ 
vailing  view  has  been  the  Resource  Center 
deserves  a  chance  to  succeed  where  law 
enforcement  efforts  have  so  consistently 
failed. 

For  more  information  contact  project 
coordinator  Sergio  Canjura  at  552-1013 
ext.  379. 


iNegocios  Pequehosl 

Small  Business  Owners! 


^Tienes  Propiedad? 

Got  Property? 


Programa  para  Adquisicion  de  Propiedades 

CoMERCIALES 

282-3334  x17 

Commercial  Ownership  Program 


Un  plan  singular  para  ayudar  a  los  negocios  pequehos 
a  adquirir  propiedad  comercial  y  asegurar  que  su 
negocio  continue  en  San  Francisco. 

A  unique  Real  Estate  program  to  help  small  businesses 
acquire  property  and  ensure  that  longstanding 
businesses  stay  in  San  Francisco. 

Mission  Economic  Development  Association 
www.  medasf.  org/realestate.  html  MM  9L 
3505  20th  St  (@  Mission) 


Volunteers  Needed  at  Richard  M. 
Cohen  House 

The  Richard  M.  Cohen  Residence  is  a  10- 
bed,  24-hour  assisted  living  residence  for 
men  and  women  living  with  disabling 
AIDS.  Providing  compassionate  care  to 
formerly  homeless  individuals  as  an  alter¬ 
native  to  medically  deficient  shelters  and 
streets,  the  Cohen  Residence  provides  a 
full  service  supportive  environment  where 
residents  live  with  dignity  in  a  non-institu- 
tional  setting. 


Volunteers  are  needed  to  assist  the 
program  through  practical  one-on-one 
support  for  the  residents,  such  as  assis¬ 
tance  with  laundry,  errands,  the  Internet 
and  companionship.  There  are  also  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  those  with  an  interest  in  cook¬ 
ing,  sewing  and  simple  household  repairs. 
Hours  are  flexible. 

For  more  information  call  Daniela  Wortke 
at  (415)  558-0503  or  e-mail 

cohen@dscs.  org. 


m/zion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
lover  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays1  ii6pnntmmj 


One.  Hour: 

i  color  film  develop  3x5.  4x6  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

.  passport  &  immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight:  * 

black  &  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x3CT 

2  days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday _ 


930-630 
lOOO-  600 
11  00  -  5  30 


Special  Children  Need  Special 
Advocates 

The  SF  Unified  School  District  is 
actively  recruiting  volunteers  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  education  of  special 
needs  child.  You  can  make  a  difference: 

Serve  as  a  child's  parent  for  educa¬ 
tional  rights. 

Help  children  when  no  parent  can  be 
located  or  when  juvenile  court  has  specifi¬ 
cally  limited  the  right  of  a  parent  or 
guardian  to  make  educational  decisions. 


Learn  how  to  represent  exceptional 
needs  children  in  identification,  assess¬ 
ment,  instructional  placement,  reviewing 
and  revising  individual  education  pro¬ 
grams  and  in  other  matters  relating  to  a 
free  appropriate  education 


Orientation  and  training  will  be  provided 
to  individuals  or  interested  groups. 

Call  920-5165  and  ask  about  being  a 
surrogate  parent  volunteer. 


SUSHI  RESTAURANT  &  FULL  BAR 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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HARMONY 

Japanese-born  painter  Chiura 
Obata  (1885-1975)  believed  that 
art  and  nature  could  provide  the 
common  ground  for  cross-cultural 
understanding.  His  work  presents 
a  unique  vision  of  American  land¬ 
scape  filtered  through  Japanese 
aesthetics.  A  professor  of  art  at 
UC  Berkeley  for  20  years,  Obata 
is  held  in  awe  by  those  who  saw 
his  ink  painting  demonstrations. 
Now  100  of  his  paintings  are 
featured  in  the  special  exhibition 
Great  Nature — from  scenes  of 
the  1906  earthquake  and  the 
grandeur  of  Yosemite  to  sunset  in 
the  Sacramento  Valley. 

Evening  Glow  at  Yosemite,  1 930 


PEACE 

Edward  Hicks 
(1780-1849)  was 
also  inspired  by 
nature.  He  is 
considered  by 
many  to  be  this 
country's  greatest 
folk  artist  and  his 
interpretations  of 
The  Peaceable 
Kingdom  are 
among  the  most 
beloved  paintings 
in  America. 
Seventy-five  of  his 
best  known  works 
are  now  on  view  in 
The  Kingdoms  of 
Edward  Hicks. 


The  Peaceable  Kingdom,  1 846 


A  FITTINQ  FAREWELL 

Also  now  on  view,  John  Gutmann:  Photographer/Collector,  From  Three 
Continents:  Textile  Acquisitions  1996-2000;  Wedding  Dresses  from  the 
Permanent  Collection:  Recent  Acquisitions;  and  A  New  de  Young 
Museum  in  Golden  Gate  Park:  Concept  Plan  by  Herzog  &  de  Meuron. 
These  are  the  final  special  exhibitions  on  view  at  the  de  Young  before  it 
closes  to  the  public  on  December  31,  2000.  The  museum  will  reopen  in 
2005  in  a  new  state-of-the-art  facility  in  the  same  location  in  Golden 
Gate  Park. 

deYoung 

IN  GOLDEN  GATE  PARK^ 

Hot  Line  415.863.3330  •  www.deyoungmuseum.org 


THANK  YOU  SAN  FRANCISCO 
FOR  SAVING  OUR 
BRANCH  I  |  LIBRARIES!! 


Happy 

Holidays 


And  a 
Bright 
New  Year 


W  '  ■ 

Friends  &  Foundation  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library 


THa  Friar*’  Club 

Editor, 

Apparently,  Spain  Rodriguez  believes 
that  because  many  if  not  most  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  being  pushed  out  of  the  Mission  are 
“Hispanic”,  that  they  should,  perhaps 
ignore  or  be  offended  by  L.  Newman 
Fuentes’  comment  about  melting  down  the 
statue  of  DeAnza  which  Rodriguez  pre¬ 
sents  as  having  historic  ties  to  the  Spanish¬ 
speaking  people  of  this  area. 

I  wonder  how  many  of  these 
Chicanos,  Mejicanos,  Nicas, 
Salvadoreflos,  Guatemaltecos, 

Puertoriqueflos,  Maya,  Mixteca  refer  to 
themselves  as  Hispanic.  I  am  a  Chicano;  I 
shouldn’t  have  to  use  an  English  language 
descriptive  term  to  describe  myself  cultur¬ 
ally.  The  emergence  of  Maya  and  Azteca 
dancing  groups  shouts  volumes  about  the 
pride  of  those  of  Native  American  ances- 
try. 

The  word  Hispanic  ignores  and  deni¬ 
grates  that  part  of  me  which  is  indigenous, 
and  that  is  a  lot  The  word  sounds  like  a 
veneer.  An  examination  of  my  people’s 
customs,  traditions,  social  etiquette,  modes 
of  speech,  colloquialism,  perceptions  of 
self,  family  and  community  reveals  more 
in  common  with  Aztec  an  and  regional 
indigenous  forms,  than  Spanish.  My 
ancestors  spoke  Nahuatl  and  there  is  great 
interest  in  making  this  the  official  lan¬ 
guage  of  Mexico.  But  more  to  the  point, 
the  people  struggling  against  Dot-coms  in 
the  Mission  know  full  well  they’re  being 
colonized.  How  in  the  hell  are  they  sup¬ 
posed  to  make  common  cause  with 
DeAnza?  The  last  time  I  looked  that  vato 
was  a  colonizer! 

Rodriguez’s  vision  of  a  proud  plains 
people  reduced  to  creating  “arts  and 
crafts”  for  Europeans  is  most  revealing  of 
the  subservient  role  he  perceives  for 
Indians.  I  can’t  wait  to  run  that  by  my 
Comanche  friends. 

To  read  Rodriguez’s  letter,  one  might 
be  lead  to  believe  that  the  17th  Century 
Spanish  arrived  bringing  gifts,  like  horses, 
and  doing  favors  for  Comanches  and  other 
Indians.  Comanches  stole  those  horses  and 
the  Spanish  can’t  be  given  credit  for  such 
an  unwilling  contribution  to  native  mobil¬ 
ity  and  warfare. 

Rodriguez’s  use  of  the  phrase  “under 
Spanish”  hardly  applies.  Although  the 
Comanches  had  a  well-ordered  society  and 
a  cohesive  culture  and  language  (Uto- 
Aztecan),  they  were  grouped  in  fierce, 
semi-autonomous  bands.  A  treaty  with  one 
group  was  not  binding  on  the  rest. 

The  Spanish  were  monopolists,  pure 
and  simple;  and  had  litde  regard  for  either 
the  crown  or  the  cross.  They  were  impa¬ 
tient  and  destructive.  Humane  laws  regard¬ 
ing  the  treatment  of  Indians  had  little 
effect  in  Mexico  City,  much  less,  north  of 
Chihuahua. 

As  for  what  the  Spanish  brought  here 
on  the  west  coast:  a  brass  plaque  on  the 
Pioneer  Monument  near  the  San  Franc tsco 
Main  Library  basically  blames  the 
Franciscan  friars  for  the  death  of  half  of 
the  California  Indians.  It  reads:  “with  their 
efforts  over  in  1834  the  missionaries  left 
behind  about  56,000  converts  and  150,000 
dead.  Half  the  original  native  population 
had  perished  during  this  time  from  dis¬ 
eases,  armed  attacks  and  mistreatment” 

Calvin  Fast  Wolf,  a  Lakota,  adds: 
“Indians  in  California  were  put  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  social-economic  ladder.  Under 
Father  Serra’s  reign  they  were,  practically 
speaking,  slaves  who  had  to  build  all  the 
missions  in  order  to  survive.  If  they  left  the 
missions,  they  were  hunted  down  like  dogs 
and  their  hands  and  feet  were  chopped 
off.” 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


All  of  the  textual  material  of  various 
Indian  nations  was  burned  by  missionaries 
who  considered  themselves  an  arm  of  the 
Inquisitioa  The  Office  of  the  Inquisition 
was  never  closed  and  survives  to  this  day. 
Just  as  the  House  Un-American  Activities 
Committee  is  still  active. 

Those  who  enslave  others  are  them¬ 
selves  enslaved.  A  culture  that  is  mistaken 
about  another  must  be  mistaken  about 
itself. 

Antonio  Perales  Fierro 


Did  you  miss  me? 

Editor, 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  on  page 
10  of  your  November  issue  by  Tom  Wetzel 
and  Sheheryar  Kaoosji.  It  sounds  like  a 
plausible  analysis  of  the  situation,  but  I 
couldn’t  help  noticing  one  error  on  the 
map  (page  11)  that  caused  me  to  cast  doubt 
on  the  rest  of  the  data  presented. 

Our  building  is  clearly  shown  as  a 
black  square,  which  indicates  multime- 
dia/office/loft  This  brown  concrete  build¬ 
ing,  built  in  1912,  currently  contains  a 
variety  of  businesses.  It  is  not  live/work 
and  the  only  office  (an  architect’s  studio) 
comprises  only  8%  of  the  total  square 
footage. 

The  predominant  tenants  are  decided¬ 
ly  blue-collar.  How  could  your  volunteers 
miss  the  5000  square-foot  Kliger  Machine 
Works  on  the  comer  of  20th  and  Alabama? 
The  thriving  machine  shop,  located  at 
3000  20th  Street,  has  been  in  business  for 
over  70  years.  My  own  business.  Problem 
solvers,  employs  anywhere  from  4-6  con¬ 
struction  workers  depending  on  the  sea¬ 
son  In  addition  we  have  a  private  artist’s 
studio,  a  furniture  design  studio  and  the 
Fort  Haggis  Gallery,  which  has  monthly 
rotating  exhibitions  featuring  the  work  of 
local  artists.  Hardly  what  I  would  call  a 
Dot-com  building. 

I  agree  there  is  a  dire  need  in  this  city 
for  affordable  small-business  space  and  I 
wish  there  was  some  enforcement  of  the 
live/woik  ordinance  to  insure  that  bona- 
fide  artists,  etc.  are  actually  occupying 
these  lofts.  I  also  agree  that  our  misman¬ 
aged  and  possibly  corrupt  building  depart¬ 
ment  is  partly  to  blame  for  the  current 
imbalances.  Hopefully,  when  the  economy 
corrects  itself,  (read:  recession)  the  rents 
will  stabilize  or  fall  and  some  of  these 
leveraged  Dot-com  companies  will  be 
wiped  out  Maybe  some  of  these  fancy 
cars  will  be  repossessed  and  there  will  be 
some  loft  foreclosures. 

The  changes  we  are  experiencing  are 
most  likely  inevitable  and  irreversible.  The 
neighborhood  has  been  changing  and 
mutating  since  before  ray  great-grandfa¬ 
ther,  Adam  Henry  Lieb,  built  his  house  at 
2872  Folsom  (now  a  Yoga  school)  back  in 
1895.  It  will  continue  to  change  until  there 
are  traffic  lights  at  every  block  along 
Bryant  Street  and  constant  gridlock  every¬ 
where.  If  we  as  individual  tenants  are  to 
survive,  we  will  have  to  keep  one  step 
aN>ad  of  the  game  and  not  rely  on  obsolete 
assumptions  that  served  us  in  the  ‘70s  and 
‘80s.  The  welders  and  sewing  machine 
operators  must  educate  themselves.  Those 
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of  us  who  are  willing  to  put  aside  the  six* 
pack  and  get  out  from  in  front  of  the  TV 
will  survive  and  remain  here.  Those  who 
sit  around  and  whine  will  soon  find  them¬ 
selves  in  Lodi  or  Pinole. 

Sony  if  I  sound  cynical,  but  it  seemed 
for  such  a  long  time  the  northeast  Mission 
was  depressed,  under-developed  and  ripe 
for  the  picking. 

John  Lieb 


Infamous  Amos 

Editor, 

The  advertisement  “Let  the  Pimps 
Walk”  (November  2000),  blatant  election¬ 
eering  for  Supervisor  Amos  Brown  and 
against  supervisor  Ammiano,  is  entirely 
misleading  in  its  claim  that  seizing  peo¬ 
ples’  cars  is  the  solution  to  prostitution  and 
drug  dealing. 

Ammiano ’s  track  record  and  the  80% 
endorsement  he  got  from  voters  speak  for 
themselves.  He  has  stood  with  those  who 
have  the  least,  addressing  some  of  the 
City’s  most  urgent  issues  such  as  housing, 
low  wages,  violence  against  women  and 
discrimination. 

He  spearheaded  opposition  to  a  condo 
development  that  would  break  up  commu¬ 
nity  life  and  allow  rents  to  skyrocket  even 
more.  Not  surprisingly,  the  ad  was  paid 
for  by  the  business  in  charge  of  building 
the  development.  Ammiano  has  also 
spearheaded  implementation  of  the  San 
Francisco  Task  Force  on  Prostitution  rec- 


crime  and  would  have  then  profited  from 
the  sale  of  such  cars.  Given  well-docu¬ 
mented  police  racism  there  was  also  grave 
concern  that  the  ordinance  would  be  used 
to  target  Black  and  other  people  of  color. 

The  ad  does  not  mention  prostitute 
women.  Yet,  prostitution  crackdowns 
result  in  arrests  of  women  and  non-violent 
clients.  The  resident  quoted  refers  to  “sex 
seeking  men”  and  the  vice  squad  to  “2,471 
arrests  of  Johns” — not  one  mention  of 
pimps.  The  ordinance  would  have  fuelled 
violence  against  sex  workers,  and  diverted 
police  time  and  resources  into  targeting 
anyone  on  the  street  the  police  don’t  want 
there  or  from  whose  arrest  they  can  profit. 
As  Capp  Street  resident,  Betty  Tray  nor, 
said:  “This  ‘Public  Nusance  Vehicle 
Seizure  and  Forfeiture  Ordinance’  is 
unworkable,  unconstitutional  and  is  not 
going  to  make  my  neighborhood  safer. 
City  resources  could  be  better  spent  on 
addressing  homelessness  and  other  press¬ 
ing  issues.” 

“Welfare  reform”  that  discounts  the 
work  of  mothers  and  other  careers,  along 
with  unaffordable  housing,  increases  pros¬ 
titution.  Those  who  are  already  paying  a 
high  price  for  the  growing  divide  between 
the  haves  and  have-nots  refuse  to  be  made 
the  scapegoats  of  unscrupulous  property 
dealers  and  the  politicians  who  work  for 
them. 


Spend,  the 
Evenings 
With  Us 

2  Nights  for  2  Years 


SCHOOL  o/GRADUATE  PSYCHOLOGY 

An  M.A.  in  PSYCHOLOGY  leading  to  M.F.T.  liernsure, 

FEMINIST-CUNICAL  and  SOOACCLINICAL  EMPHASIS. 


Atcrediled  by  the  W«icm  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges. 
Financial  aid  u  available  for  students  who  qualify. 


Informational  Meeting: 

DECEMBER  13,  6:30pm 
766  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  www.nrwcoflege.edu 

415-437-3421  ncwcoJlegettpcvch.edu 


Sincerely,  Lori  Naime  Wages  for 
Housework  Campaign  ,  Rachel  West  US 
PROStitutes 


ommendations.  His  recent  resolution, 
passed  unanimously  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  calls  for  violence  against  sex 
workers  to  be  vigorously  prosecuted  and 
for  the  $7.6  million  currently  spent  on 
enforcement  of  prostitution  laws  to  be 
diverted  into  services  and  resources. 


It's  after  1 1:00pm, 
you're  starving 

wouldn't  you  like 

a  dozen  Oysters  and 
a  French  Kiss? 


Amos  Brown  on  the  other  hand  advo¬ 
cates  intolerance  and  bigotry. 

Our  women’s  groups  joined  many 
others,  including  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  and  Mission  residents,  in  opposing 
the  car  seizure  ordinance  because  it  would 
encourage  police  corruption  and  illegality. 
The  police  could  have  seized  people’s  cars 
on  suspicion  that  they  had  committed  a 


Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus 


LOCAL 

ARTISTS 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 


VALENCIA 


SPECIALIZED  C 


■  Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  &  Clothing 

'  We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 

Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  —  All  Makes  and. Models 


550-6600  (Sales)  550-6601  (R 

. 


Thursll 


CERAMICS 


PAINTINGS 

LAMPS 

CANDLES 

MASKS 

PLANTS 

OBJECTS 


CITY  ART 

: 

VALENCIA  / 


970-9900 

PURNITURE 

PHOTOGRAPHY  LOCAL 
GREETING  CARDS  ART 
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modern  times  bookstore 


Come  Meet  the  Authors! 
Christian  Parenti 
Victor  Martinez 
\  Guillermo  Gomez-Pena 
\  Alexander  Cockburn 
Hilary  Valentine 
I  Star  hawk 

'  when  you  visit  our 
booth  at  the  KPFA 
Community  Crafts  Fair 
on  Dec  9th  &  10th! 


888  Valencia  Street  @  20th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
282-9246  www.mtbs.com 


December  Events. 

Poetry  Reading  for 
Word  of  Mouth  An 
Anthology  of  Gay 
American  Poetry 

Reading  for 
Revolutionary 
Voices:  A 

Multicultural  Queer 
Youth  Anthology 

Peter  Gabel  & 

Michael  Lerner 


The  arts  in  your  neighborhood  need  your  support 

more  than  ever. 


ARTS 


VACF  is  a  program  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

Give  to  the  VACF: 


415.554.6710 

http://sfKfta.org/gmnts_htinl/vohiii.htnW 


dM«i«l&ate 


sell 

trade 


10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 
415.282.1901 
dogearedbooks.com 


Mission  Branch 


Dear  Library  Lady: 

As  our  New  Year’s  resolution,  my 
wife  and  I  decided  to  remodel,  or  at  least, 
repair  our  house  on  our  own.  I’ve  worked 
in  construction  and  my  wife  likes  needle¬ 
work  and  decorating.  Is  there  anything  at 
the  library  (in  English  or  Spanish)  that  can 
help  us?  — Week-end  Projects 

Dear  Mr.  Week-end  Projects: 

The  San  Francisco  Public  Libraries 
have  many  books  that  can  assist  you  in 
your  New  Year’s  resolution  and  the 
Mission  Library  is  no  exception!  For 
starters,  you  can  find  many  general  home 
improvement  and  repair  books  in  both 
English  and  Spanish  such  as  the  following: 

52  Easy  Weekend  Home  Improvements: 
A  Year’s  Worth  of  Money-Saving 
Projects 

The  Complete  Photo  Guide  to  Home 
Repair 

Reparaciones  Frecuentes  en  el  Hogar 

Time  Life  Book  of  Repair  and 
Restoration:  Making  the  House  You 
Own  the  Home  of  Your  Dreams 

Ttere  are  also  marry  remodeling  pos¬ 
sibilities.  The  variety  is  reflected  in  the 
following  materials: 

Better  Homes  and  Gardens  New 
Remodeling  Book 

Remodelacidn  de  Cocinas 

Tile  Remodeling  Handbook 

Tom  Philbin’s  Costwise  Bathroom 
Remodeling 

If  you  get  more  adventurous,  use  our 
construction  collection.  Construction  and 
electricity  books  are  two  of  the  most  fre¬ 
quently  requested  books  here  at  the 
Mission  Library.  The  following  books 
give  you  an  idea  of  what  is  in  our  collec¬ 
tion: 

Be  Your  Own  House  Contractor:  How 
To  Save  25%  Without  Lifting  a 
Hammer  by  Carl  Heldmann 

Complete  Home  Wiring 

Construction  and  Home  Repair 
Techniques  Simply  Explained 

Drywall  Installing  and  Finishing  by 

Karen  Goad 

Electricidad  Objetiva  by  Moreno 
There  are  also  books  that  specialize  in  a 


particular  topic: 

Bookcases  by  Niall  Barrett 

C6mo  Interpretar  Un  Plano  by  Juan  de 

Cusa 

C6mo  Mezclar  Colores  by  Jos£  M. 
Parramdn 

The  Complete  Book  of  Locks  and 
Locksmithing  by  Bill  Phillips 

Fireplaces  and  Wood  Stoves 
Kevin  McCloud’s  Lighting  Style 

Sistemas  de  Alarma  Para  el  Piso,  el 
Chalet  y  el  Automdvil 

If  you  want  to  decorate,  we  have 
books  that  will  help  you  do  that  too: 

Grandes  Ideas  Para  Decorar  la  Casa  by 

Mike  Lawrence  and  Jan  Eaton 

Laura  Ashley  Complete  Guide  to  Home 
Decorating 

Slipcover  Magic 

The  following  needlework  and  craft 
books  can  be  useful  in  decorating  as  well: 

Arte  Aplicado  Sobre  Madera  y 
Cartapesta 

Labores  de  Costura  Para  el  Hogar 

Modern  Upholstering  Methods  by 
William  F.  Tierney 

Quick  &  Easy  Decorating  Projects  (from 
the  Singer  Sewing  Reference  Library) 

As  you  can  see,  the  library  does  have 
a  wide  variety  of  materials  for  remodeling 
and  repairs.  Surely,  we  will  have  some¬ 
thing  for  whatever  you  and  your  wife 
decide  to  do,  so  please  come  in  and  see  us. 

By  the  time  this  is  published,  the  Tool 
Lending  Center  at  2713  San  Bruno  Ave. 
sponsored  by  San  Francisco  Public 
Library  and  the  San  Francisco  League  of 
Urban  Gardeners  will  be  open  so  you  can 
borrow  special  tools  for  your  activities! 

Happy  Reading,  Library  Lady 

ORIGAMI  PROGRAM 

On  January  17, 2001  at  3:30  P.M.,  children 
aged  7  &  up  are  invited  to  participate  in  a 
special  origami  program  in  the  Children's 
Room  of  the  Mission  Library. 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to  Library 
Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News,  3288 
21st  Street  #202,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941110,  or  feel  free  to  e-mail  her  at 
Librarylady@sfpl.  lib.  ca.  us 
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A  Tradition  of 
Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart 
of  San  Francisco 
for  128  Years 


Comprehensive 
Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency 
Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Maternal/Child 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Program  (ADA  approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program 

•  Integrative  Center  for 
Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information 
Call: 


•Referral  and  Information 

415-821-DOCS 

(415-821-3627) 

•  Maternity  Information 

415-626-BABY 

(415-626-2229) 

•  Outpatient  Pharmacy 

415-641-6550 

•  Diabetes  Education 
Center 

415-641-6826 


Centrally  Located 
with  Available  Parking 


•  M.OrM. 

Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 

415-641-6406 


St.  Luke's  Hospital 

Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

www.stlukes-sf.org 


A  private  community 
hospital  accepting 
most  insurance  plans 
including  Medicare 
and  Medi-Cal. 


Cafe  /  Reetaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 

Home  of  5(M )ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


£S  f  e  ftfe^TO 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  &-10  pm' 
_ Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

282-6667 


recycle  your 

RISTM/4S  TREE 

At  the  curb  by  6  a.m.  on  your  regular  * 
recycling  day  during  the  week  Jl 
of  January  8-12,  2001. 

NO  FLOCKED  TREES' 

Remove  metal  or  plastic  base. 

Remove^^laseM1  other  decorations! 

No  trees  in  plastic  bags 

For  Apartments  4  Businesses: 

Put  trees  out  on  your  regular 
residential  recycling  day  during 
the  week  of  January  8-12,  2001 

Downtown  businesses,  call 
Golden  Gate  disposal  for 
a  pick  up  at  415-626-4000. 


If  you  miss  your  Christmas 
tree  pickup  call  for  tree 
drop-off  locations  at 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES /BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan 


Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) ,  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commerdai  Vehicle 

Up  to  $15,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Frandsco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  •  415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


lENDCR 


td) 


BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CflUFORNIA  ' 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  m  1937  Member  FDfC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Firecracker:  the  Valencia  hot  spot 

Classic  Chinese  cooking  with  a  twist  for  SF  palates 


Firecracker  has  style  and  great  food.  Photo  by  v  e  miller 


By  Jane  Ann  Doherty 

If  vour  birthday  is  the  Fourth  of  July,  as 
mine  is,  a  restaurant  called  Firecracker 
is  going  to  be  of  much  interest,  what¬ 
ever  it  serves.  Fortunately  for  everybody. 
Firecracker  offers  classic  Chinese  fare 
w  orthy7  of  a  birthday  or  holiday  whenever 
you  dine  there.  Even  if  you  just  stop  by  for 
a  pot  of  tea  from  their  interesting  selection, 
the  decor  is  worth  the  trip,  wherever 
you’re  coming  from.  Rick  Lee,  brother  of 
the  owner/chef  Phil  Lee,  is  as  talented  and 
inventive  with  the  decor  in  the  “front  of 
the  house”  as  Phil  is  in  the  kitchea 
This  is  a  Chinese  restaurant  decorat¬ 
ed  and  designed  like  no  place  else.  The 
central  chandelier;  which  is  a  wonderful 
arrangement  of  glass  shards  with  a  string 
of  firecrackers  finishing  the  bottom,  first 
catches  your  eye.  There’s  architectural 
lighting  high  above  the  tables  almost  a  part 
of  the  pale  green  walls,  casting  a  gentle 
glow  through  cutouts  of  antique  theatrical 


masks.  The  lower  walls  are  a  warm  saf¬ 
fron.  At  a  small  bar  in  the  back  of  the 
room,  the  stools  are  draped  in  gauzy*  fabric 
and  lit  from  withia  So  the  idea  is  soft, 
indirect  lighting.  And  it  sets  a  new  and 
definitely  different  feel  for  Chinese  dining. 

There’s  banquette  seating,  reminis¬ 
cent  of  an  opium  den,  running  along  each 
side  of  the  smallish  space.  (Remain  calm: 
there’s  no  opium.  I’m  not  even  sure  what 
an  opium  den  looks  like.)  These  are  com¬ 
bined  with  handsome  metal  designer 
chairs.  A  few  additional  tables  accommo¬ 
date  the  often  very  heavy  crowds,  some¬ 
times  outside,  weather  permitting.  There’s 
a  wonderful  collection  of  very  old  Chinese 
photographs  along  one  wall.  There’s  more 
to  see,  b’U  go  see  for  yourself. 

Although  the  cooking  tends  to  be  clas¬ 
sical,  the  menu  is  designed  for  San 
Francisco  foodies —  there’s  something  for 
everyone.  Seafood,  meat  and  vegetarian 
entrees  are  all  carefully7  crafted,  and  usual¬ 
ly  have  a  twist,  or  an  unusual  dipping 
sauce.  The  talent  that  Phil  Lee  brings  to 


even  predictable  standards  like  hot  and 
sour  soup  will  wake  up  your  taste  buds. 

There  are  two  cold  appetizers,  one  of 
which  is  vegetarian;  and  five  warm  ones, 
two  of  which  are  vegetarian  All  the  appe¬ 
tizers  are  a  variation  of  a  filling  wrapped  in 
a  “skin”.  The  Fujian  Rolls  with  tofu  skin, 
mint,  sprouts  and  stuff  are  wrapped  in  a 


bao  bing  skin  Don’t  ask  what  bao  bing  is, 

I  don’t  know;  but  it  makes  for  a  light,  cool, 
refreshing  starter  and  comes  with  a  dyna¬ 
mite  (well.  Fireworks)  dipping  sauce. 

Speaking  of  dynamite  and  Fireworks, 
you  should  know  that  when  it  says  “spicy” 
it  means  spicy.  One  of  my  favorite  ways  to 
experience  the  heat  is  with  Yin  Yang 
Prawns.  It’s  half  sweet  walnut  prawns 
bathed  in  a  sweetish  white  sauce  (femi¬ 
nine)  and  half  prawns  sweating  it  out  in  a 
hot  and  definitely  spicy  sauce  (masculine). 
Once  again,  remain  calm,  yin  and  yang  is 
a  concept  much,  much  older  than  you  or 
the  current  gender  bending. 

Another  favorite  is  the  Wok  Seared 
Ahi  Tuna.  I  order  ahi  tuna  almost  any 
chance  I  get,  and  the  version  at  Firecracker 
is  not  only  perfectly  prepared  (the  crunchy 
onions  flawlessly  set  off  the  creamy,  rare 
fish),  but  the  fish  itself  is  of  a  quality 
which  I’ve  not  found  anywhere  else.  I’ve 
tried  copying  the  dish  at  home,  and  simply 
cannot  find  comparable  ahi  tuna. 

The  vegetarian  entrees  are  a  little  less 
expensive  than  the  seafood  and  meat, 
which  has  always  made  sense  to  me,  veg¬ 
gies  are  less  expensive  than  meat  and  fish, 
but  few  restaurants  seem  to  adjust  prices 
accordingly.  How  does  this  sound  for 
under  ten  dollars:  Pea  Sprouts  and  Shitake 
Mushrooms  sauteed  with  garlic  in  a 
sesame  wine  sauce?  Some  of  the  other 
vegetarian  dishes  are  good  for  sharing — 
the  typical  Chinese  style  of  dining,  right? 
The  sauteed  fresh  string  beans  with  garlic 
are  just  right — cooked  just  enough,  sea¬ 
soned  just  enough,  and  definitely  enough 
to  share.  On  a  recent  visit  there  were  two 
specials,  both  fish. 


Keeping  up  with  New  York 
and  Texas 

You  might  not  think  New  Yorkers  and  Texans  are  much  alike.  Tall  buildings,  fast-paced  living  and 
pastrami  on  rye  on  the  one  hand;  wide-open  spaces,  cowboy  boots  and  barbecue  on  the  other. 
But.  residents  of  the  Empire  State  and  the  Lone  Star  State  do  have  one  thing  in  common;  they’re 
likely  paying  less  than  you  are  for  long-distance  calls. 

Increased  competition  in  the  telephone  markets  in  New  York  and  Texas  is  bringing  consumers 
lower  prices,  better  service  and  new,  innovative  offerings.  Telecommunications  companies  are  fighting 
to  win  customers  who  want  the  lull  range  ol  services  —  local  and  long-distance  calling,  Internet, 
wireless  and  more. 

Why  New  York  and  Texas?  In  both  states,  the  local  Bell  telephone  company  has  been  approved  to 
enter  the  long-distance  marketplace.  Approved  first  by  state  regulators  and  then  by  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  Bell  Atlantic  in  New  York  and  Southwestern  Bell  in  Texas  have  emerged 
as  full-service  providers,  competing  for  long-distance  customers  against  companies  like  AT&T 
and  WorldCom. 

The  results  were  immediate.  Long-distance  prices  fell  overnight  as  established  providers 
scrambled  to  meet  the  low  prices  offered  by  Bell.  The  same  companies  rushed  to  match  the 
newcomer’s  offering  of  simple,  easy-to-understand  calling  plans  with  no  monthly  minknums  or  hidden 
charges.  .And  residential  customers  and  small  businesses  —  once  ignored  by  the  long-distance  giants 
for  being  too  small  —  found  themselves  sorting  through  competing  offers  for  local  telephone  service. 


Californians  can  expect  the  same  savings  and  expanded  choices  when  Pacific  Bell  is  allowed  to 
compete  in  the  long-distance  marketplace  here.  The  California  Public  Utilities  Commission  is  in  the 
final  stages  of  reviewing  Pacific  Bell's  long-distance  application  and  is  expected  to  issue  a  decision 

later  this  year. 

California’s  local  telephone  marketplace  is  already  more  competitive  than  New  Yorks  or  Texas  . 
More  than  260  companies  are  authorized  to  provide  local  and  long-distance  telephone  service  in  t  le 
state,  and  more  customers  get  their  local  service  from  a  competing  carrier  than  in  any  other  state. 


California  customers  are  entitled  to  increased  competition  in  the  long-distance  market,  and  are 
ready  for  the  savings,  service  and  innovations  Texans  and  New  Workers  already  enjoy. 


PACIFICE3BELL 


Firecracker  is  a  happening  place  on 
weekends:  if  you  like  the  hustle  and  bus¬ 
tle,  make  a  reservation  for  a  weekend. 
However,  I  think  the  piquant  charm  of 
Firecracker  can  be  more  enjoyable  when 
savored  in  a  less  buzzed  atmosphere.  With 
a  little  luck,  if  you  make  a  reservation  for 
a  weekday  dinner,  you  might  get  a  chance 
to  experience  the  whole  scene  at  the 
charming  and  gentle  pace  it  can  offer. 

Firecracker,  1007  and  1/2  Valencia  St.  @ 
21st.  Closed  Mondays.  Dinner  5-10:30 
PM.,  Reservations,  credit  cards  accepted 
Appetizers,  $4.50  to  $6.50;  entrees,  $8  to 
$14.  Tel.642.3471  Wheelchair  Accessible. 


©  Business  slow? 

Advertise! 


in  the  New  Mission  News 


Call  Jane  Dixon 


(415)  826-2320 


For  more  information  on  this  and  other  telecommunications 
issues,  visit  www.projectconnectcalifornia.org. 
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Not  only  the  food,  but 
the  wrapper 

Many  people  are  becoming  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  quality  of  our 
food.  From  genetically  modi¬ 
fied  foods,  to  the  use  of  pesticides,  heibi- 
cides,  fertilizers,  hormones,  and  now 
radiation,  our  food  has  been  altered  in 
many  ways.  There  is  yet  one  more  impor¬ 
tant  item  in  the  equation-plastic.  Yes,  one 
of  our  most  practical  inventions  has  seri¬ 
ous  questions  about  its  safety.  Plastics  of 
various  kinds  are  man  made  products, 
many  containing  phthalates,  a  synthetic 
chemical  used  to  soften  materials  such  as 
food  packaging  and  wrap,  toys,  shoes, 
coating  on  wires  and  cables,  vinyl  tile,  arti¬ 
ficial  leather,  tarps,  dishwasher  baskets, 
flea  collars,  insect  repellents,  skin  emol¬ 
lients,  hair  sprays,  nail  polish  and  per¬ 
fumes,  to  mention  a  few. 

A  recent  study  has  more  emphatically 
made  the  link  between  these  plastics  and 
premature  breast  development  in  Puerto 
Rican  girls  under  the  age  of  two,  a  condi¬ 
tion  known  as  precocious  thelarche. 
Almost  1%  of  girls  suffer  from  this  dis¬ 
ease,  18  times  the  incidence  found  in  a 
similar  study  in  Minnesota.  35  out  of  41 
affected  baby  girls  had  phthalates  in  their 
blood,  versus  7  out  of  35  for  the  control 
group. 

Some  phthalates,  once  in  the  blood¬ 
stream,  mimic  the  female  sex  hormone 
estrogen,  and  others  interfere  with  a  male 
sex  hormone,  which  could  cause  birth 
defects  and  altered  sexual  development 
such  as  precocious  thelarche.  Children  in 
the  U.S.  consume  on  average  5.8  mil¬ 
ligrams  per  day  of  DEHP,  a  softening 
agent  found  in  most  polyvinyl  chloride 
(PVC)  products,  the  most  widely  used 
phthalate.  This  comes  mostly  from  food 
and  water  stored  in  plastic  containers  or 
plastic  wrap,  or  from  plastic  toys  and 
teethers  made  soft  with  DEHP.  Also, 
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•  Furnished  rooms  for  rent 

•  hii  the  sunny  Mission. 

{  Full  time  manager. 

;  Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
}■  public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 

I  Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

• 

*  For  more  information  call  552-0825. 


phthalates  are  fat-soluble,  which  means 
they  concentrate  in  fatty  foods  such  as  but¬ 
ter,  cheese  and  margarine. 

Other  forms  of  phthalates  are  also 
found  in  perfume,  nail  polish,  and  hair 
sprays,  as  well  as  in  plastics,  adhesives, 
dyes,  and  food  wraps-all  of  which  can  be 
absorbed  through  the  lungs.  One  study 
found  that  high  levels  were  found  in 
women  between  the  ages  of  20  and  40, 
which  may  pose  danger  to  the  male  fetus 
reproductive  system,  especially  in  the  first 
trimester  of  pregnancy. 

The  National  Toxicology  Program 
confirmed  the  danger  of  DEHP,  and 
expressed  concern  that  critically  ill  babies 
may  be  harmed  because  hospitals  dispense 
blood  and  liquid  foods  from  DEHP-soft- 
ened  vinyl  bags  and  tubing.  The 
Consumers  Union  found  DEHP  in 
Do wb rands  Saran  Wrap  and  Reynolds 
Wrap,  but  not  in  plastic  wrap  by  America's 
Choice,  Duane  Reade,  Foodtown,  Glad 
Crystal  Clear  Polyethylene  and  White 
Rose.  Items  for  babies  are  also  of  concern, 
especially  teethers  and  baby  bottles  made 
from  polycarbonate,  a  clear  and  rigid  plas¬ 
tic. 

A  consensus  among  concerned  groups 
is  that  food  should  be  wrapped  in  polyeth¬ 
ylene,  which  does  not  have  plasticizers, 
with  a  gap  always  being  left  between  the 

wrap  and  the  food.  Never  should  food, 
especially  fatty  foods,  be  microwaved  in 
plastic  containers. 

In  the  past  four  years,  Austria,  Japan, 
Greece,  Sweden,  Norway,  Finland  and 
Germany  have  all  banned  PVC  toys  con¬ 
taining  phthalates  for  children  less  than 
three  years  of  age.  However;  the  U.S. 
shows  no  sign  of  implementing  similar 
regulations.  It  seems  that  the  chemical 
industry  is  going  to  fight  any  regulation  of 
the  use  of  these  plastics  until  the  weight  of 
evidence  becomes  irrefutable,  which 
means  by  then-it  will  be  too  late  for  many 
people. 
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MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 

Lissette  Gomez  is  an  immigration 
attorney  whose  law  office  at  16th 
and  Mission  opened  last  April. 
Gomez  a  Cuban- American,  spent  a  stint  at 
one  of  San  Francisco’s  downtown  law 
firms  but  disliked  the  impersonality  of  the 
larger  operation.”  I  just  really  like  being 
here  in  the  Mission  It’s  just  so  vibrant  and 
real,”  Gomez  said.  She  said  she  chose  to 
specialize  in  immigration  law  because  “  I 
wanted  to  give  something  back  to  the 
Latino  community  and  for  many  of  them 
immigration  is  something  that  effects 
every  aspect  of  their  lives.”  Her  practice 
includes  the  full  spectrum  of  immigration 
law  including  issues  of  work,  family 
immigration,  deportation  defense  and  asy¬ 
lum  status. 

Lissette  Gomez  ’  office  is  located  at  3004 
16th  Street  #304,  business  hours  are  by 
appointment.  Tel  503-1474  Fx:  503-1475, 
e-mail  lissette@sfo.com 


Join  the  Mission 
Merchant  Association 
for: 

Holiday  Magic  in  the 
Mission 

Our  annual  benefit  for 
Mission  District  toy 
drives. 

Monday,  December  4 

Foreign  Cinema 

2534  Mission 

5:30  to  8pm 

Tickets  $25  to  $500 

For  more  information 
call  621-0600 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


Ibarra  Brothers  Pkiviivg 

TYPESETTING  •  DESIGN  •  PRINTING 


Invoices  •  Flyers  •  Logos 
'•'‘Letterheads  •  Envelopes 
•  Postcards  •  Magazines  •  Newsletters  •  Labels 
Stamps  •  Business  Cards  •  Presentation  Folders 

1009  Valencia  (al  21st) 
Ph:  826-6700  Fx:  826-6701 


"p  Giant  Color 
Banners  6 ; 
posters 

1  up  to  3ft  x  12ft  : 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7  p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


•  CD  Playe^ 

16th,  &  Caff  $t. 
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Come  Dance  With  Us! 


Danceworkouts  at 

The  Women’s  Building 

3543  18th  St.  betiveen  Valencia  ami  Guerrero 

Tuesday  and  Thursday 

10:00am  6:00pm 

Saturdays 
10:00am  11:00am 

For  a  complete  Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance  Cen¬ 
ter  schedule  please  call  415-621-0643  or  visit 

www. rhythmandmotion.com 
Get  Your  first  three  Danceworkouts  for  Free! 
Call  us  to  take  advantage  of  this  offer! 


Rhythm  and  Motion  also  offers  workouts  and  dance  classes  for  adults  and  kids  at  the 
1 133  Mission  St.  Studio  and  other  locations  throughout  the  city.  Classes  include:  W.  African, 
Modem,  Hip  Hop,  Brazilian,  Swing,  Tango,  Jazz,  Yoga.  Flamenco  and  more. 


edited  by  La  huerfana 


Ode  to  Stick 

By  Ralph  Conforti 

You  were  respectfully  the  name  of  the  Tlingits’  “  Great  River” 

You  bore  majestically  the  name  of  Muir’s  companion. 

And  if  the  native  tribe  knew  you  carried  its  name, 
they  too  w  ould  be  proud  that  it  was  you  and  no  other. 

You  were  the  meeting  of  a  boy  and  a  puppy 
that  culminated  in  the  adventure  of  a  man  and  a  dog. 

You  were  my  gentle  friend  Stickeen; 

who  met  me  at  a  tender  time  and  precious  place, 

where  the  beams  of  fluorescent,  rainbow  lights  dance  in  the  night  sky, 

where  the  great,  vast  fjord  makes  all  that  comes  near  it  of  diminutive  importance, 

where  the  silence  is  utterly  tumultuous, 

where  Spartan  vistas  are  so  utterly  complex, 

where  the  natural  wonders  of  this  magical  place 

still  cause  thought  provoking  bewilderment, 

where  some  of  the  rifts  along  the  rocky  terran  proved  to  be  too  wide  for  your  not  yet 
learned  leaps  and  bounds  and  by  laying  my  body  down  so  you  could  see  it  as  a  bridge, 
learned  to  trust  me  and  consequently  we  bonded , 

your  memory  enshrouds  me  like  the  Golden  Gate  immerses  itself  in  the  summer  fog. 
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RESTAURANT 


THE  BEST  MARGARITA*  AND 
MEXICAN  CUISINE  IN 
THE  BAY  AREA 

NEW  WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 

8AM-2PM 
SATURDAY  AND  SUNDAY 

ViuNCU  ST.  «  KTU,  SF 
415.255.8201 


I  will  miss 

Speculating  the  look  of  wonderment 

that  sparked  from  behind  your  kajol  like  lined  eyes. 

Treasuring  your  affinity  to  distraught,  lost  people  and  how  you  always  evoked  a  smile, 
or  a  look  of  calmness  from  us  . 

Interrupting  you  from  “kicking”  me  to  wake  me  to  let  you  out  every  morning. 
fatrhing  your  fits  of  pure,  innocent  joy  and  glee  when  someone  approached  that  it 
stimulated  your  wonderful  wont  of  finding  “gifts”  for  them  such  as  a  twig,  a  pine 
cone,  a  box,  a  leaf,  a  bottle,  a  can,  a  shoe,  a  sneaker.  Or  my  shoe,  my  keys,  my  book! 
Knowing  that  someone  was  approaching  by  you  ferocious  wag  of  tail. 

Enjoying  watching  you  saunter  heroically  into  the  water  to  “rescue”  a  swimmer 
who  needs  not  to  be  rescued. 

Embarking  with  you  to  the  great  wide  opea 

Noticing  in  the  winter  that  your  coat  turned  from  a  blonde  tint  to  a  red  tint  that  gave 
you  a  fiery  appearance  like  the  glowing  embers  of  a  campfire. 


Native  American  mythology  decrees 

that  a  dog’s  soul  guides  lost  souls  of  humans  to  heavea 

Knowing  you,  I  could  see  from  where  that  idea  stems. 

Because  you  located  us  even  in  the  here  and  now, 

I  trust  you  will  be  diligent  in  the  task. 

Thus,  too,  Stickeen,  our  paths  will  cross  again  even  if  we  are  wearing  different  masks. 

I  feel  blessed  that  we  had  that  momentous  summer  many  years  ago. 

Along  the  adventure,  we  came  to  another  -  the  inevitable  -  rift  on  the  trail. 

With  this  one  you  had  to  take  the  leap  while  I  remain  behind. 

Watching  you  depart,  I  thought  as  Muir  thought  so  fondly  of  his  companion  which  was 
“the  adventure  was  the  most  memorable  of  all  my  wild  days.” 

On  your  new  adventure,  I  wish  you  Godspeed,  my  gentile  friend,  as  you  go. 


Mission  District  Blues 

Monique  van  den  Berg 

I  was  watching  TV  for  a  bit 
And  eating  leftover  pizza 

The  baby  was  sleeping 
And  I  heard  him  say  shit 

I’ve  just  been  adding  up  our  debt 
He  crunched  the  page  in  his  hand 
We  ’re  Jucked. 

Get  me  a  cigarette. 

It  was  rare 

That  I  saw  him  looking  like  this. 

Shame. 

Despair 

I  handed  him  a  beer 
And  a  lit  filtered  Camel 
And  said 

Somehow  we  ’ll  get  clear, 

Itb  just  a  little  snag. 

But  he  threw  his  beer  against  the  wall 
And  said  fuck 

We  might  have  to  sell  the  Jag. 
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Robert  Leaver 


Round  World 
Music  Review 


Santa  Mambo 

Christmas  is  not  only  a  time  of  special 
songs  for  Americans,  but  throughout 
Latin  America  as  well.  Here's  a  short  list 
of  some  "musica  para  La  Navidad": 

Yomo  Toro  -  Celebremos  Navidad 

Master  of  the  Puerto  Rican  cuatro 
guitar,  Toro  has  had  a  long  career  playing 
the  Folkloric  music  of  his  homeland,  he 
has  enjoyed  a  brief  stint  with  Trio  Los 
Panchos,  and  has  played  on  countless 
classic  Salsa  recordings.  Celebremos 
Navidad  is  a  scorcher  from  start  to  finish, 
injecting  Salsa  into  Puerto  Rico's 
Christmas  music  tradition  of  spontaneous 
roving  singers  called  Parranda.  Top-notch 
musicians  include  members  of 
Batacumbele  and  singer  Jerry  Medina. 

Willie  Colon,  Hector  Lavoe  &  Yomo 
Toro  -  Asalto  Navidefto 

This  classic  recorded  in  72  is  one  of 
the  biggest  selling  Salsa  records  in  histo¬ 
ry.  A  nice  balance  between  seriousness 
and  humor  is  complemented  by  great 
arrangements,  the  cuatro  guitar  magic  of 
Yomo  Toro,  and  the  immortal  voice  of 
singer  Hector  Lavoe.  The  picture  on  the 
cover  sets  the  tone-Willie  Colon  and  com¬ 
pany  mugging  Santa  Claus. 

Various  Artists  -  It's  A  Cuban 
Christmas 

With  every  other  type  of  Cuban  music 
being  exploited,  why  not  holiday  music? 
If  your  celebration  needs  a  percussive 
kick,  these  Cha  Cha  Chas,  Sones,  and 
Boleros  will  pick  you  up.  Included  are 
tracks  by  Los  Papines  and  Barbarito 
Torres. 

New  York  Latin  Jazz  All-Stars  -  Feliz 
Navidad 

If  your  looking  for  sophisticated  ver¬ 
sions  of  Christmas  classics,  this  should 
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satisfy  your  desires.  Organized  by  veteran 
New  York  flautist  Dave  Valentin  and  fea- 
turing-real  all-stars  like  Tito  Puente  on 
timbales,  Carlos  "Patato"  Valdds  on 
conga,  Monty  Alexander  on  piano,  and  an 
amazing  horn  section,  the  arrangements 
and  playing  are  fantastic.  These  instru¬ 
mental  versions  allow  the  musicians  to 
stretch  out  so  much,  that  these  overly 
familiar  songs  are  mercifully  unrecogniz¬ 
able. 

Various  Artists  -  Mambo  Santa 
Mambo:  Classics  from  the  Latin 
Lounge. 

This  collection  has  a  lot  of  corny 
music,  some  of  which  can  still  be  enjoy¬ 
able.  Most  of  the  songs  were  recorded  in 
the  '50s  by  Easy  Listening,  or  what  is  now 
called  Vintage  Lounge,  with  artists  such 
as  the  hipper-now-than-then  Esquivel. 
Not  surprisingly,  there  are  a  lot  of  big- 
band  Mambos  and  Cha  Cha  Chas.  The 
title  cut  is  a  take-off  on  Lou  Bega's 
"Mambo  #5"  hit  and  there  are  two  songs 
from  the  young  Celia  Cruz  with  Sonora 
Matancera. 

On  the  serious  side,  Puerto  Rican  jazz 
saxophone  player  David  Sanchez  has  a 
new  album,  Melaza,  and  will  be  perform¬ 
ing  with  his  Sextet  at  Yoshi's  in  Jack 
London  Square,  Oakland  (510-238-9200). 
One  of  the  young  lions  of  jazz,  Sanchez 
played  as  a  sideman  with  Paquito 
D'Rivera  and  Eddie  Palmieri  before  ven¬ 
turing  on  to  a  solo  career.  He  has  a  rich, 
warm  tone  and  is  a  gifted  improviser  on 
both  tenor  and  soprano  saxophone. 
Although  the  format  is  mostly  traditional 
jazz,  he  incorporates  some  masterful  Latin 
drumming  and  percussion  into  the  rhythm 
base. 

From  Cuba,  Paulo  FG  (Paulito),  one 
of  Cuba's  most  popular  Salsa  singers  since 
the  late  '80s  has  a  new  album  called  Una 
Vez  Mas...por  amor.  Known  for  his  con¬ 
temporary  style  called  "Timba,"  a  funkier 
form  of  Cuban  Salsa,  he  takes  a  slightly 
softer  approach  on  this  record.  His  vocals 
are  solid  and  some  of  the  "core"  vocals 
are  especially  strong,  the  drums  and  bass 
still  discharge  with  force,  but  he's  also  try¬ 
ing  to  appeal  to  an  international  audience 
with  more  suave  material.  Still  a  good 
example  of  this  uniquely  Cuban  sound, 
there  is  also  the  addition  of  guitar  and 
keyboard  treatments,  which  at  times  are 
sweet  and  other  times  annoying.  But, 
there  are  enough  cuts  to  appeal  to  various 
audiences. 

Salsa  Thursday's  continue  at  the  Efco  Room. 
December's  schedule  is: 

December  7  -  Los  Compas,  $6,  Salsa  & 
Cumbia 

December  14  -  NO  SHOW 

December  21  -  Mazacote,  $7,  Salsa  and 
Puerto  Rican  Christmas  Music,  a  benefit 
for  Guaguanco  Newsletter. 


December  28  -  Azabache,  $6  Salsa 


Quart  Yin  Healing  /Arts  Center 
Offering  the  Best  in  Comprehensive  Acupuncture 
Treatment  Programs  Since  1986 

Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Hepatitis 
Women's  Health 
Arthritis 
Asthma 

Smoking,  Substance  Abuse 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Depression  <S  Anxiety 
Adddiction,  Substance  Use 
Therapeutic  Massage 

Private  Insurance,  MediCal,  Medicare 
Worker's  Comp,  Personal  Injury 
455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco.  CA. 

415  861  4964  qyhac@aol.com 

Arriba  Juntos 

Tech  n®l®gy 

C  E.  N  T  E  R 

Office  Skills  Training:  Word 
Processing,  Spreadsheets, 
Internet,  Windows  9.5/9 8 

Now  Offering:  ... 

Introduction  to  Computers  and 
the  Internet  (in  Spanish) 

Free  computer  access  during 
drop-in  hours 

% 

Orientations  for  Computer  Training 

Every  Thursday  at  9:30 

Call  for  details!  Also  avai,aWe  at  Arriba  Juntos: 

Computer  Training:  487-7830  ' 

Other  Services:  487-3240  Employment  Services 

Job  Information  Center 

The  Health  Careers  Training  for 
Certified  Nurse  Assistant  and 
Home  Health  Aide 

Employment  Development 
Department  (EDD)  Sendees 

1850  Mission  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

CUSTOMER  SERVICE,  CASHIERS,  DELI  WORKERS 
ENERGETIC,  SELF  MOTIVATED  PEOPLE  NEEDED 

PLEASANT  WORKING  CONDITIONS. 

NO  EXPERIENCE  NECESSARY,  WILL  TRAIN 

HOLIDAY,  FULL  TIME  PART  TIME 
1 1  COLMA  BLVD.,  DALY  CITY 
(650)  756-9892 
OR 

210  EL  C AMINO  REAL,  BELMONT 
(650)  595-8551 
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New  Mission  News 


Great  Cards  &  Gift  Ideas! 

Designer  Decorator  Beveled  Mirrors 
Vintage  Chinese  Poster  Prints 
Ceramic  Works  &  Painted  Wood  Art 
from  El  Salvador  and  Mexico 


Still  the 


Best  Framing  in  San  Francisco! 


the  Largest  Selection  of 
Readymade  frames 
in  San  Francisco! 


934  VALENCIA  @  20th  ►  Frames@back2picture.com  ►  www.back2picture.com  ►  tel:  826-2321 
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CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998,  1999  AND  2000 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  10pm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  10am  to  12am 


